April 5, 2016

Seattle City Council
600 Fourth Avenue, 2nd Floor
Seattle, WA 98104

Dear Councilmembers:

We write to urge you to oppose any plan to give away the

public right-of-way for Occidental Avenue South to a private developer in Seattle’s SODO
community. We stand with the 75 percent of Seattle voters who, according to a new poll,
oppose the City investing in a new SODO sports facility.

The site of the proposed City Council action to hand over a section of a public street represents
the crossroads of the international trade, manufacturing, and transportation interests that
together form a key economic engine for our state. This action would disrupt and displace
businesses that provide family wage jobs that depend on efficient goods movement and easy
access to international trade gateways through SODO.

The arena developers failed to adequately address concerns about increased traffic congestion
and threats to the thriving SODO industrial area. At the same time, the City failed to fully
consider Key Arena or other alternative sites. A 2015 study found that Key Arena, the historic
home of the Seattle Sonics, could be renovated to house NBA and NHL teams for far less money
than building a SODO arena from the ground up.

We support the strong desire to bring the NBA and NHL back to Seattle and the state as a
whole. However, that must not come at the expense of family wage jobs or the growth and
strength of our maritime, manufacturing, and industrial sectors as a whole. Furthermore, it
would be premature to privatize a public right-of-way before a basketball or hockey team has
been formally targeted or identified.

We stand together in opposition to giving away this public street to a private developer. Thank
you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
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