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The record for the U.S. Coast
Guard’s notice of proposed
rulemaking (NPRM)

on ballast water discharge
standards does not support
the application of treatment
standards to tugboats,
towboats and barges
operating exclusively in
U.S. waters, AWO told the
agency in written
comments filed December 4. The
rulemaking record does not even discuss
the NPRM’s two-tiered approach to
ballast water standards, AWO asserted,
and is based on the inaccurate assumption
that vessels under 100 feet in length,
vessels operating on rivers, and tugboats
towing astern generally do not carry
ballast water and will not be affected by
the NPRM.

Elaborating on its testimony during the
September 8 public hearing in
Washington, D.C., AWO urged the Coast
Guard to refrain from requiring ballast
water treatment on towing vessels and
barges in the domestic trade because the
record does not supply any evidence that
such vessels have contributed to the
transfer of invasive species in U.S.
waters. AWO also argued that the
National Invasive Species Act provides no
authority for the Coast Guard to require
ballast water treatment systems on vessels
that have not operated beyond the
Exclusive Economic Zone.

AWO’s comprehensive comments to the
Coast Guard also urged the agency to:

� Play a lead role in
encouraging the Obama
Administration to support a
uniform federal statutory
framework for the
regulation of ballast water
and other vessel discharges;

� Ensure that the
rulemaking record is complete and
accurate, following all required
procedural steps and reflecting
accurate assumptions about the
affected vessel population, before
proceeding to finalize the proposed
regulations;

� Refrain from requiring treatment
standards on towing vessels and
barges in the U.S. domestic trade.
Not only have such vessels not been
proven to transport invasive species,
but it has not been shown that
installing treatment systems on
barges and towing vessels is possible
or cost-effective.

� Exempt from the proposed
requirements other vessels that do not
pose a risk of transferring invasive
species, such as those using
municipal or commercial water for
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On December 4, the U.S. Small
Business Administration (SBA) Office
of Advocacy submitted comments on
the U.S. Coast Guard’s proposed

ballast water treatment requirements.
SBA’s comments expressed concern
that the rulemaking record did not
include analysis of vessels less than
100 feet in length, as well as tugboats
and river vessels, many of which are
owned and operated by small
businesses. SBA urged the Coast
Guard to expand the scope of the
regulatory analysis to include such
vessels in order to make the agency’s
assessment of the rule’s impact on
small businesses correct.

In addition, SBA recommended that
the Coast Guard revise the rule to
ease the burden on small businesses
by:

� exempting vessels that only carry
municipal water;

� conducting a cost-benefit analysis
of the requirement for vessels with
small ballast tanks to install
treatment systems; and,

� expanding the current provision
that grandfathers installed systems
from five years to the life of the
system.

AWO had reached out to SBA after the
Coast Guard’s proposed rule was
published in August to express its
concern that the rule would impose an
unjustifiably large burden on small
business owners such as tugboat,
towboat and barge companies, as many
as 90 percent of which are considered
small businesses under the SBA
definition. To view SBA’s comments,
please click here. For more
information, please contact Mary
McCarthy at (703) 841-9300,
extension 254, or via email at
mmccarthy@vesselalliance.com.
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(continued from page 1)

ballast, vessels that do not
discharge ballast water in U.S.
waters, and vessels that only
take on and discharge ballast
water in a single Captain of the
Port (COTP) zone;

� Eliminate the two-tier discharge
standard or, alternatively,
provide that a vessel installing a
treatment system that complies
with the Phase I standard will
not be required to replace that
system if and when a Phase II
standard is implemented; and,

� Conduct a robust and
comprehensive practicability
review prior to requiring ballast
water treatment systems on any
class of vessels.

To read AWO’s comments to the
docket, pleaes click here. For more
information, please contact Jennifer
Carpenter or Mary McCarthy at
(703) 841-9300, extensions 260 or
254, respectively, or via email at
jcarpenter@vesselalliance.com or
mmccarthy@vesselalliance.com.

Ballast Water Treatment
Not Warranted for
Domestic Tugs and
Barges, AWO Says

SBA Submits Comments to Ballast Water Treatment Docket

On December 8, the U.S. Coast Guard announced
that the minimum random drug testing rate for
marine employers will remain at 50 percent of
covered crewmembers for calendar year 2010. In
addition, employers must submit their Management
Information System (MIS) reports on drug testing
program data for 2009 by March 15, 2010. Employers may
either submit their own MIS reports or have a consortium or other
employer representative submit the data in a consolidated MIS report.

Annual MIS reports may be mailed to Commandant (CG-545), U.S. Coast
Guard Headquarters, 2100 Second Street, SW., STOP 7581, Washington,
DC 20593-7581, or submitted electronically by clicking here.

Coast Guard Sets 2010 Random
Drug Testing Rate

Agency Urges Coast Guard to Correct Rulemaking
Record, Ease Burden on Barge and Towing Industry

http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/leaving.cgi?from=leavingFR.html&log=linklog&to=http://homeport.uscg.mil/Drugtestreports
http://www.americanwaterways.com/index/ballast_water_discharge_standards_nprm_120409.pdf
mailto:mmccarthy@vesselalliance.com
mailto:mmccarthy@vesselalliance.com
mailto:jcarpenter@vesselalliance.com
http://www.americanwaterways.com/index/SBA Comments.pdf
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Important Dates
and Reminders

at a glance
For more information, please contact
Mary McCarthy at (703) 841-9300,

extension 254, unless otherwise noted.

January 26-28, 2010: Joint
Safety Committee Meeting,
New Orleans, LA

January 28-29: Midwest,
Ohio Valley, and Southern
Regions Joint Annual
Meeting, New Orleans, LA

February 4-5: Atlantic
Region Annual Meeting,
Jacksonville, FL

February 19: Pacific
Region Annual Meeting,
Seattle, WA

February 24-25: AWO
Executive Committee
Meeting, Arlington, VA

On December 3, the U.S. Coast Guard’s National Maritime Center
(NMC) announced the immediate introduction of a service that will
automatically notify mariners of the status of their credential
applications. Mariners who provide an email address with their
credential application will receive an email when their application
passes through each of 10 different stages, including the medical
evaluation and professional qualifications review processes. For more information, please
click here.

Mariners can use email to initiate the application process as well. On December 10, the
NMC announced that it will accept credential applications at all Regional Examination
Centers by email beginning January 4, 2010. For more details, please click here.

In other licensing news, the NMC released its November report on the Mariner
Credentialing Program on December 3. The report reveals that the total number of
applications being processed at the NMC as of the end of November was 2,952, a slight
decline from the October total of 3,009. The report also indicated that the average number
of days the NMC spends processing an application is 20.86, down from the 26.77 day
figure recorded for October. In both metrics, the NMC has shown significant improvement
from totals recorded earlier in the year. To read the November report, please click here.

AWO continues to work with the NMC to improve the mariner credentialing process. To
read the latest about medical review procedures at the NMC, please see the story below.
For further information, please contact Jennifer Carpenter or Benjamin Rogers at (703) 841-
9300, extensions 260 or 264, respectively, or via email at jcarpenter@vesselalliance.com or
brogers@vesselalliance.com.

AWO has worked with the U.S. Coast
Guard’s National Maritime Center (NMC)
to develop at-a-glance guides
to the information that must be
submitted when a mariner has
one of several common
medical conditions that
frequently cause delays in the
NMC’s Merchant Mariner
Credential (MMC) application
process. The NMC has
identified cardiac difficulties,
diabetes, psychiatric disorders and sleep
disorders as the conditions most likely to
cause delays for mariners. Over the last six
months, AWO has worked with the NMC to
develop the new documents in order to help
mariners and their physicians provide the

NMC with the required information as soon
as possible. The documents are intended to

assist this process, but are not
substitutes for the guidance
found in the Navigation and
Vessel Inspection Circular
04-08, or in federal regulations.
The documents can be found
under the “What’s New”
portion of the AWO Web site,
or can be accessed by clicking
here.

In other news on the medical review front,
the NMC has provided AWO with a list of
medical conditions that are generally
considered non-waiverable due to their
significant risk to maritime safety.

NMC Announces Email Status Updates,
Application Option for Mariner Credentials

AWO Develops At-a-Glance Guides to Common
Medical Conditions that Delay the Credentialing Process

(continued on page 4)

http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/announcements/auto_email_bulletin.pdf
http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/announcements/industry_notice_e_submission.pdf
http://www.uscg.mil/nmc/announcements/auto_email_bulletin.pdf
mailto:jcarpenter@vesselalliance.com
mailto:brogers@vesselalliance.com
http://www.americanwaterways.com/index/Medical_Forms.pdf
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On December 3, the White House Council on
Environmental Quality (CEQ) released revised draft
Principles and Standards Sections of the Economic
and Environmental Principles and Guidelines for
Water and Related Land Resources Implementation
Studies (Principles and Guidelines) that CEQ asserts
would “significantly change the procedures that
govern America’s water resource planning.” The
Water Resources Development Act of 2007 (WRDA
2007) required the Secretary of the Army to develop
new Principles and Guidelines for U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers projects. The Obama Administration is
proposing to expand the scope of the Principles and
Guidelines to cover all federal agencies that undertake
water resource projects.

While the previous standards emphasized economic
development, the CEQ proposal calls for the review
of water resources projects to be based on science and
maximize net national economic, environmental and
social benefits; increased consideration of both
monetary and non-monetary benefits to justify and
select a project; improved transparency; and,
consideration of nonstructural approaches that can
solve flooding problems without adversely impacting
floodplain functions.

As required by WRDA 2007, CEQ submitted the draft
Principles and Guidelines to the National Academy of
Sciences for review; that process is expected to be
completed by November 2010. CEQ will also accept
public comment on the draft Principles and
Guidelines until March 5, 2010.

Moving forward, CEQ will coordinate interagency work
to develop procedures that lay out the methodologies for
conducting studies under the Principles and Guidelines.
In addition, agencies will have to develop their own
implementation guidance to outline how the standards
apply to their unique missions.

To read the draft Principles and Guidelines, click
here. For more information, please contact Robert
McCaw at (703) 841-9300, extension 279, or via
email at rmccaw@vesselalliance.com.

AWO Develops At-a-Glance Guides
to Common Medical Conditions that
Delay the Credentialing Process

These include:

� Conditions that require the
chronic use of narcotic or
benzodiazepine medication;

� Conditions that require the
placement of an Implantable
Cardioverter Defibrillator;

� Cardiomyopathies with certain reduced left ventricular
ejection fractions;

� Coronary artery disease with symptoms or objective
evidence of active ischemia; and,

� Seizure disorders, unless the individual has been
seizure-free for at least five to eight years.

The NMC also provided AWO with statistics on credentials
denied for medical reasons and waivers, appeals, and
requests for reconsiderations during 2009. As of November
30, the NMC reports that, of the 6,309 applications
evaluated, 191 were denied. Out of the 191 mariners
receiving denials, 93 mariners issued requests for
reconsideration. Of the 67 requests for reconsiderations the
NMC has completed reviewing, 45 were granted (the
remaining 26 are pending). Also as of that date, two of the
three appeals have been decided in favor of the mariner.

AWO is continuing to work with officials at the NMC to
ensure that both maritime safety and the rights of mariners
are given full consideration in the credentialing process.
To read the latest news from the NMC on non-medical
matters, please see page 3. For further information, please
contact Jennifer Carpenter or Benjamin Rogers at (703)
841-9300, extensions 260 or 264, respectively, or via
email at jcarpenter@vesselalliance.com or
brogers@vesselalliance.com.

CEQ Releases Draft Principles
and Guidelines for Federal
Water Resource Planning

(continued from page 3)

mailto:jcarpenter@vesselalliance.com
mailto:brogers@vesselalliance.com
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/microsites/091203-ceq-revised-principles-guidelines-water-resources.pdf
mailto:rmccaw@vesselalliance.com


On December 10, the Government Accountability Office
(GAO) issued its second assessment of the U.S.
Transportation Security Administration’s (TSA)
implementation of the Transportation Worker Identification
Credential (TWIC) program. The report praised TSA for
successfully enrolling 93 percent of workers by the April 15
deadline, but raised questions about how effectively the
pilot program can inform the development of the ongoing
TWIC card reader rulemaking.

The pilot program was mandated by Congress through the
SAFE Port Act of 2006 to evaluate the impact of card
readers on the flow of commerce as well as the ability of
vessels and facilities to practically comply with TWIC
regulations. In the report, GAO expressed concern that
TSA lacks an “evaluation plan that fully identifies the
scope of the pilot and specifies how the information from
the pilot will be analyzed.” The report also notes that
“shortfalls in TWIC pilot planning have hindered TSA and

Coast Guard’s efforts to ensure that
the pilot is broadly representative of
deployment conditions and will yield
the information needed…to
accurately inform Congress and the
[card reader rule].”

At the TWIC Stakeholder
Communication Committee meeting
held in Washington, D.C., on
December 8, TSA and the U.S. Coast
Guard reiterated their commitment to
completing the pilot program, which
began in November 2004, in a timely
way. The agencies also reiterated that
publication of the card reader notice
of proposed rulemaking (NPRM) is
contingent upon the completion of the
pilot, and that both TSA and the Coast
Guard are currently focused on
utilizing the data from the pilot to best
inform the NPRM.

For a copy of the GAO report, click
here. For more information about the
report, the pilot program or the card
reader rulemaking, please contact
Jennifer Carpenter or Brian Vahey at
(703) 841-9300, extensions 260 and
251, respectively, or via email at
jcarpenter@vesselalliance.com or
bvahey@vesselalliance.com.
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GAO Report Expresses Concerns about TWIC Pilot Program

TWIC UPDATETWIC UPDATE

!Lisa Jackson, EPA administrator, visited Foss Maritime on December 3 to
award federal stimulus grant money for emerging technology to lower air
emissions from marine engines. Foss Maritime and other AWO member
companies are recipients of the EPA Emerging Technology Grants to test new
environmentally friendly marine engines on inland and harbor vessels.

EPA Administrator Jackson Showcases
Marine Environmental Innovation

mailto:jcarpenter@vesselalliance.com
mailto:bvahey@vesselalliance.com
http://www.gao.gov/new.items/d1043.pdf
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AWO Responds to Lock Closure Proposal Linked to Asian Carp

With Asian carp suspected
to be in the vicinity of Lake
Michigan, authorities
reacted by closing the
O’Brien Lock on the
Calumet River and shutting
down the Chicago Sanitary
and Ship Canal while a fish
poisoning was conducted.
The waterway was
reopened, but agencies and
the State of Michigan are
threatening to close the
locks leading to Lake
Michigan permanently even
though no Asian carp were
actually found. AWO has
been working with the
media and the relevant
agencies and states to tell
the story of the economic
and environmental
consequences of such an
action. To view an
excellent Fox News
Chicago video report on the
issue, please click here.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Anne Burns
December 4, 2009 (703) 841-9300

SHUTDOW� OF REGIO�ALWATERBOR�E TRA�SPORTATIO�
THREATE�S BARGE DELIVERY OF ESSE�TIAL COMMODITIES

AS WI�TER APPROACHES

Lock Closure Would Impact Shipments of Home Heating Oil,
Road Salt and Coal to Area

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The shutdown of the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal and
O’Brien Lock on the Calumet River threatens the delivery of commodities essential to
the Chicago region in winter, warned the American Waterways Operators (AWO), the
national trade association of the American tugboat, towboat and barge industry. The
closure will occur while U.S. government agencies conduct a planned fish kill of
Asian carp suspected to be in the vicinity of Lake Michigan. The closure for a
minimum of 10 days, and done without proper advance notice to the towing industry,
shows a lack of understanding and consideration by the agencies of the economic
impact of the shutdown.

The closure of O’Brien Lock will greatly increase shipping costs and in some cases,
stop shipments altogether. Much of the Chicago region’s oil, cement, iron and coal
travels through this lock; approximately 14.6 million tons of these and other
commodities transit through Calumet River and Harbor per year. Without an alternate
route that can accommodate the high levels of traffic that traverse the O’Brien Lock
and the Calumet-Sag Channel, delivery of key industrial building blocks and exports
could be delayed, subject to significant increases in shipping costs, or stopped
altogether just as winter approaches. The majority of the region’s road salt and home
heating oil is delivered by barge.

Since barge transportation is the most environmentally benign mode of cargo
transportation, the closures could also result in more pollution in the region. With
waterborne commerce shut down, shippers companies will need to find alternative
modes of transportation, including rail and truck transport, resulting in unhealthier air
quality and increased congestion on the region’s already crowded highways. AWO
members have, for many years, partnered with the Coast Guard and the Army Corps
of Engineers concerning the operation of the fish barrier to protect the Great Lakes
and the Western Rivers from invasive species, while ensuring the safe and continued
operation of this major transportation route. The Canal and lock closure upsets this
balance and threatens the economy and environment of the region.

For more information, contact Anne Burns at aburns@vesselalliance.com.

###

mailto:aburns@vesselalliance.com
http://www.myfoxchicago.com/dpp/news/metro/costly-effects-asian-carp


On December 8, the U.S. District
Court for the District of Hawaii
denied a petition by a group of
Hawaii businesses to suspend
application of the Jones Act to the
state. The lawsuit alleged that the
Jones Act, a cornerstone of the
domestic maritime
industry that requires
vessels moving
between U.S. ports to
be U.S.-built, U.S.-
owned, and U.S.-
crewed, harms
Hawaiian citizens by
artificially raising the price of
goods. The plaintiffs had alleged
that the Jones Act created “a
monopoly of ocean freight and
automobiles between the continental
United States, Hawaii, Guam, and
the Mid-Pacific.” However, the
court ruled that the plaintiffs failed
to show that the Jones Act was the
cause of their businesses’

difficulties. “Plaintiffs, however,
rely primarily on generalized
statements of alleged injury…
Accordingly, Plaintiffs have failed
to demonstrate they suffer injury in
fact,” the court stated in its ruling.
“There is equally no evidence that,

were the Government
to cease enforcing the
Jones Act, the cost of
business or goods in
Hawaii would go
down.”

AWO and the
Maritime Cabotage Task Force
applauded the court’s decision;
MCTF had earlier stated that the
lawsuit was without merit. To read
the court’s decision, click here. For
more information on this ruling,
please contact Chris Coakley at
(703) 841-9300, extension 297, or
via email at
ccoakley@vesselalliance.com.

IN THE COURTS/LEGISLATIVE NEWS/ASSOCIATION NEWS
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Congress Passes
Transportation
Spending Bill; Funds
for Missouri River
Study Included
On December 13, the U.S. Senate
approved the Conference Report for
the Fiscal Year 2010 Transportation,
Housing and Urban Development
and Related Agencies Appropriations
Act containing a provision to
provide $2 million to the U.S.
Department of Transportation (DOT)
so that it can “work with and
coordinate with the Departments of
Energy, Commerce and Agriculture
to develop a comprehensive
understanding of the full value of
river flow support to users in the
Mississippi and Missouri Rivers.”

This Missouri River study will be part
of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Missouri River Authorized Purpose
Study. The study begun in October
and is designed to reassess the
authorized purposes of the Missouri
River Basin. Without the constraints
of the Flood Control Act of 1944
which is the basis for the new Master
Manual, this study will allow the
Corps to evaluate the full economic
impact of both the Missouri and
Mississippi rivers. The towing
industry appreciates the efforts of
Senator Kit Bond (R-MO) and Rep.
Ike Skelton (D-MO) that were
instrumental in getting this
appropriation through Congress.

To read the portion of the report
addressing the Missouri River study,
please click here. For more
information, please contact Lynn
Muench at (314) 446-6474, or via
email at
lmuench@vesselalliance.com.

Hawaii Lawsuit Against
Jones Act Dismissed

The Coast Guard is now accepting applications for the biennial RADM
William M. Benkert Marine Environmental Protection Award for
Excellence. The Benkert Award is the premier national award recognizing
vessel and marine transportation facility operators who have demonstrated
sustained excellence and outstanding achievement in protecting the marine
environment. Since its establishment in 1995, the Benkert Award program
has consistently recognized AWO members for their leadership in
environmental stewardship.

The Coast Guard will accept applications until March 1, 2010. Any marine
transportation-related commercial organization owning, operating, or
otherwise managing vessels, designated waterfront facilities, fleeting areas,
oil spill removal organizations is eligible to apply, as is any other entity
engaged in maritime operations subject to Coast Guard regulations.

For a copy of the Coast Guard’s 2010 Benkert Award brochure, please
click here. For more information on the application process, eligibility and
evaluation criteria, you may visit the Coast Guard’s Benkert Award Web
site by clicking here.

Benkert Award Applications Sought

http://www.americanwaterways.com/index/Jones Act HI 12.09.pdf
mailto:ccoakley@vesselalliance.com
http://www.americanwaterways.com/index/Missouri_River_Study_Bill_Excerpt.pdf
mailto:lmuench@vesselalliance.com
http://www.americanwaterways.com/index/Benkert_Complete_Brochure_2010.pdf
http://homeport.uscg.mil/benkert


ASSOCIATION NEWS/RESPONSIBLE CARRIER NEWS

2010 AWO Safety Calendar Now on Sale!

AWO is now accepting sponsorship applications for
the 2010 AWO Letter. Each great advertising
opportunity costs $500, which includes a front-page
“sponsorship block” featuring your company’s name,
location, logo, and Web site address along with a
half-page advertisement.

The following issues are available:

To secure a sponsorship, please complete the attached
sponsorship form and send it to Deborah Koester via
fax at (703) 841-0389 or email at
dkoester@vesselalliance.com.

� January 15

� January 29

� February 12

� February 26

� March 12

� March 26

� April 9

� April 23

� May 7

� May 21

� June 4

� June 18

� July 2

� July 16

� July 30

� August 13

� August 27

� September 10

� September 24

� October 8

� October 22

� November 5

� November 19

� December 3

� December 17

2010 AWO Letter
Sponsorships Now Available!

The 2010 AWO Safety Calendar, which features 13 beautiful,
full-color industry photos, is now for sale. The theme of this
year’s calendar is “Exercise for Health and Safety,” and each
page contains an important safety message.

Each AWO member company will receive a calendar as a
gift when they are printed in early November, and additional
calendars are on sale for $12.00 each. If you would like to
order calendars, please fill out an order form (attached) and
mail it with a check, or email/fax it and have it invoiced, to
Deborah Koester at the following address:

The American Waterways Operators, 801 North Quincy
Street, Suite 200 Arlington, VA 22203, (703) 841-0389 (fax)
dkoester@vesselalliance.com.

Order your calendars today!

On November 5, AWO underwent an independent third-
party audit of its Responsible Carrier Program (RCP)
tracking and recordkeeping. The association received a
clean opinion from the auditor who found no significant
issues in how AWO administers these systems and
documentation. The one significant audit finding was that
original copies of the audit certification letter issued by
the AWO-certified auditor were not received directly from
the auditor, but from the company completing its audit,
and often, only a copy of the original letter was
maintained in the individual company’s RCP file.

Therefore, to ensure that AWO maintains the highest
standards in recordkeeping and procedures for tracking
member RCP compliance, all AWO-certified RCP auditors
were sent a letter this week advising them that effective
immediately, upon completion of an AWO-certified RCP
audit, an original copy of that certification letter must be
sent directly to Bob Clinton, AWO Vice President –
Safety, at the following address: American Waterways
Operators, 801 North Quincy Street, Suite 200, Arlington,
VA 22203.

RCP audit dates have no leeway and certification letters
must be received no later than noon on the date the audit
is due. Failure to receive this letter by the date due will
result in termination of the company’s membership in
AWO. An original copy of the audit certification letter
should also be sent to the company completing its audit.
This new audit protocol will be included in Addendum C.
paragraphs 15 and 17 when the RCP is revised in April
2010. If you have any questions, please contact Bob
Clinton at (703) 841-9300, extension 253, or via email at
bclinton@vesselalliance.com.

New RCP Audit
Certification Procedure Set

8 December 18, 2009
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RESPONSIBLE CARRIER NEWS

In 2010, the Joint Safety Committee
will meet in conjunction with AWO’s
Midwest, Ohio Valley and Southern
Region Joint Annual Meeting,
providing the only annual opportunity
for AWO’s Coastal and Interregion
safety professionals to come together
to address common safety concerns,
pursue safety initiatives, and better
integrate its work with that of the
association.

Promoting the vertical alignment
between the work of the Safety
Committees and the overall priorities
of AWO has been a
continuing goal of the
Executive Committee
during 2009. Vertical
alignment means
improving
communication
between the Executive
Committee, Board of
Directors and the
Safety Committees to
accomplish work that
augments AWO’s
advocacy efforts and
involves a larger
segment of the membership in the
work of the Safety Committees.
Holding the 2010 Joint Safety
Committee meeting with the Midwest,
Ohio Valley and Southern Regions
Joint Annual Meeting is the first effort
of the new year to promote this goal.

AWO has reserved a block of rooms at
The Westin New Orleans Canal Place
for both meetings at a rate of $149.00
per night. The deadline to receive this
group rate is January 8, 2010. To
make a reservation, please call the
hotel directly at 1-888-627-8180 and
reference the American Waterways
Operators Meeting.

The tenth annual Joint Safety
Committee Meeting will begin its work

at 2:00 p.m. on January 26, 2010 and
conclude at 5:00 p.m. At this
gathering the subcommittees will
continue their work on the
development of the Coastal Safety
Committee’s strategic plan and
Interregion Safety Committee
projects on Lesson Plans, Crew
Alertness, Falls Overboard and
finalize the new AWO Safety
Statistics Instruction Manual.

The main meeting will begin the next
morning, January 27, at 9:00 a.m.
with a presentation by Don Groover,

Vice President, BST,
titled “Inseparable:
Safety Excellence and
Employee
Engagement.” (To read
Mr. Groover’s bio,
click here.) Also
invited to speak during
the meeting are Dr.
Barry Strauch, Senior
Human Performance
Investigator in the
Office of Marine
Safety, National
Transportation Safety

Board (NTSB), AWO members David
Sehrt, Senior Vice President and COO,
Ingram Barge, on engine emissions
regulations, and Jim Peschel, Manager,
Quality Assurance, Foss Maritime, will
discuss Foss’ experience with Behavior
Based Safety and the new TMSA².
The first day’s meeting will conclude
at 5:00 p.m. with a social dinner
beginning at 6:00 p.m. The meeting will
continue on January 28 from 8:00 a.m.
to 12:00 p.m. Each committee will have
an opportunity to conduct its business in
separate breakout sessions, and both
committees will come together to
consider the safety objectives to target
for 2010.

Safety Committee members’ whose
schedules permit are encouraged to

stay on and attend the AWO Midwest,
Ohio Valley and Southern Regions
Joint Annual Meeting, held in the
same hotel, beginning January 28 at
2:00 p.m. The afternoon’s meeting
will conclude with a cocktail
reception. The meeting will
recommence at 8:15 a.m. the next day,
January 29, finishing by 12:00 p.m.
This event is an opportunity to take
part in discussions on emerging issues,
as well as receive updates from the
AWO staff on efforts to represent
industry interests before Congress,
federal agencies and the states.

Southern Region members are
encouraged to schedule their travel so
they will be able to attend all, or part,
of the Joint Safety Committee Meeting
and become informed, or better yet
involved, in the work of the Joint
Safety Committee.

To register for Joint Safety Committee
Meeting, please click here. For more
information, contact Bob Clinton or
Ashley Smith at (703) 841-9300
extensions 253 and 291, respectively;
or via email at
bclinton@vesselalliance.com or
asmith@vesselalliance.com.

“SAFETY
PAGES”

New Safety Opportunity Coming in January!
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The 2010 AWO Midwest, Ohio Valley and Southern
Regions Joint Annual Meeting will be held January 28-29,
2010 at The Westin New Orleans Canal Place in New
Orleans, LA. This important annual event is an opportunity
for members to take part in discussions on emerging issues,
as well as receive updates from the AWO staff on efforts to
protect and represent their interests before
Congress, federal agencies and the states.
The meeting will begin on January 28 with
a special session from 2:00-5:30 p.m. A
reception will follow that evening beginning
at 6:00 p.m. The business meeting will
convene on January 29 at 8:15 a.m. and will
conclude at 12:00 p.m. A continental
breakfast will be served at 7:30 a.m.

Prior to the Joint Annual Meeting, the Joint
Safety Committee Meeting will take place at
The Westin New Orleans Canal Place from
January 26-28. Please contact Ashley Smith
at asmith@vesselalliance.com or at (703)
841-9300, Extension 291 to receive a
separate invitation.

A fundraising lunch will be held Friday,
January 29 from 12:00 – 1:30 p.m. for
Senator Blanche Lincoln (D-AR). Nicole
deSibour can be contacted for additional
information at (703) 841-9300, extension
292, or via email at
ndesibour@vesselalliance.com.

AWO has reserved a block of rooms at The
Westin New Orleans Canal Place at a rate of
$149.00 per night. The deadline to receive
this group rate is January 8, 2010. To make
a reservation, please call the hotel directly at
(888) 627-8180 and reference the American
Waterways Operators.

To register for the Midwest, Ohio Valley
and Southern Regions Joint Annual
Meeting, please click here. Contact Ashley
Smith at asmith@vesselalliance.com or at
(703) 841-9300 for sponsorship
opportunities.

The Atlantic Regional Annual Meeting will take place
February 4-5, 2010 at One Ocean Resort & Spa, One Ocean
Boulevard, Atlantic Beach, FL 32233. The Pacific Annual
Meeting will be held February 19, 2010. Additional details
on both meetings will follow, and invitations will be sent
shortly for both meetings.

DATE LOCATION CONTACT

February 2-3, 2010 Salyers Solutions, LLC
Mobile, AL

Jo Ann Salyers (Instructor)
(504) 236-4962
salyers_solutions@hughes.net

February 8-9 Salyers Solutions, LLC
Portland, OR

Jo Ann Salyers (Instructor)
(504) 236-4962
salyers_solutions@hughes.net

February 24-25 Salyers Solutions, LLC
Houma, LA

Jo Ann Salyers (Instructor)
(504) 236-4962
salyers_solutions@hughes.net

March 2-3 Salyers Solutions, LLC
Norfolk, VA

Jo Ann Salyers (Instructor)
(504) 236-4962
salyers_solutions@hughes.net

March 11-12 Salyers Solutions, LLC
Houston, TX

Jo Ann Salyers (Instructor)
(504) 236-4962
salyers_solutions@hughes.net

March 23-24 Salyers Solutions, LLC
St. Louis, MO

Jo Ann Salyers (Instructor)
(504) 236-4962
salyers_solutions@hughes.net

April 20-21 Salyers Solutions, LLC
Tampa, FL

Jo Ann Salyers (Instructor)
(504) 236-4962
salyers_solutions@hughes.net

April 27-28 Salyers Solutions, LLC
Oakland, CA

Jo Ann Salyers (Instructor)
(504) 236-4962
salyers_solutions@hughes.net

The Crew Endurance Management System (CEMS) is a system for
managing risk factors in maritime work environments that can lead to
human error and performance slumps. The Coast Guard and AWO
have been working together to help companies implement the
principles of CEMS. In this space, AWO will publish details of
CEMS training opportunities around the country. For further
information on CEMS training opportunities, please contact Pik Kwan
Rivera, U.S. Coast Guard, at (202) 372-1354.

CEMS Training
Opportunities Available

(Additional classes can also be scheduled at your location.)
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Since publication of the last edition of
the AWO Letter on December 4, vessel
movements in the Chicago Sanitary
and Ship Canal and Calumet-Sag
Channel have resumed. Both
waterways were closed during the
early part of December as the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
and the Illinois Department of Natural
Resources poisoned fish south of the
fish barrier to perform maintenance on
the new Barrier II, and electro- and
net-fished for the invasive Asian Carp
south of O’Brien Lock. (see page 6.)

Strategies to stop the Asian Carp’s
migration to the Great Lakes are posing
threats to navigation in the area. In
spite of the economic and

environmental importance of navigation
to the Chicago region, several media
outlets have recently reported that there
are discussions within the federal
agencies to permanently close the
Lockport, O’Brien and Chicago locks
as a way to prevent Carp migration.
AWO is in the process of
communicating with the relevant
agencies about the severe economic and
environmental consequences that such
an action would introduce.

For more information on this issue,
please contact Lynn Muench at
(314) 446-6474 or at
lmuench@vesselalliance.com, or
Benjamin Rogers at (703) 841-9300,
extension 264, or at
brogers@vesselalliance.com.

Vessel Traffic Resumes in Chicago Sanitary and
Ship Canal and Calumet-Sag Channel; Concern
about Permanent Lock Closures Mount

SOUTHERN REGION MIDCONTINENT OFFICE

Earlier this month, the Captain of
the Port for the U.S. Coast Guard
in New Orleans, CAPT E.M.
Stanton, announced that the Coast
Guard “strongly encourages
participation” by industry in
voluntary examinations through the
Towing Vessel Bridging Program
(TVBP). TVBP was developed by
the Coast Guard-AWO National
Quality Steering Committee in
February in order to ease the
transition from noninspected to
inspected vessel status for both the
towing industry and the Coast
Guard’s new examiners.
Successful completion of an
examination allows the examined
vessel to receive a Coast Guard
decal that is valid for three years.

In addition to voluntary
examinations, TVBP entails
companies hosting Coast Guard
examiners on educational visits to
their vessels and facilities as part of
the transition process. CAPT
Stanton encouraged these visits as
well, and indicated that 14
companies had already taken part in
this program.

To read CAPT Stanton’s
announcement, please click here.
For further information on the
program, please contact Mark Wright
at (985) 674-3600, or via email at
mwright@vesselalliance.com.

New Orleans COTP
Encourages Towing
Vessel Examinations

and Visits to
Companies

If you receive a hard copy of the AWO Letter and
need to know the exact Web addresses of the
hyperlinks in any articles, please contact Mary
McCarthy at (703) 841-9300, extension 254, or
via email at mmccarthy@vesselalliance.com.

AWO wishes all of its readers a very
happy and healthy holiday season!

REGIONAL REPORTS
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2010 AWO Letter Sponsorship Form 
 

 YES! I want to sponsor an issue of the 2010 AWO Letter for $500.  
 
 Name: ________________________________________________________ 

 Title: _________________________________________________________ 

 Company: _____________________________________________________ 

 Address:______________________________________________________ 

       ______________________________________________________ 

 Email Address:_________________________________________________ 

 Phone Number:_________________________________________________ 

 
Please circle the date(s) you would like to sponsor: 
 

January 15 
January 29 
February 12 
February 26 
March 12 
March 26 
April 9 
April 23 
May 7 

May 21 
June 4 
June 18 
July 2 
July 16 
July 30 
August 13 
August 27 
September 10 

September 24 
October 8 
October 22 
November 5 
November 19 
December 3 
December 17 

 
Information to Appear in Ad: 
 
Company Name: _______________________________________________ 

City, State:_____________________________________________________ 

Web Site Address:_______________________________________________ 

Anything Else (slogan, phone number, etc.):________________________________ 

 
If you would like your logo to appear in the ad, please email it to: 
dkoester@vesselalliance.com  
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