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HIGHLIGHTS IN THIS ISSUE

The Coast Guard’s Towing Vessel
Bridging Program (TVBP), designed to
“ease the transition to ensure that the
Coast Guard and the towing vessel
industry are informed and prepared” to
meet the forthcoming requirements of the
towing vessel inspection regime, was
formally launched June 9 in a message
from outgoing Coast Guard Director of
Prevention Policy RDML James Watson.
The program “enhances and increases
Coast Guard interactions with the towing
industry and acclimates all involved with
the procedures, policy, requirements of
existing [regulations] and, where

appropriate, new Subchapter M
regulations,” said RDMLWatson.

AWO worked closely with the Coast
Guard in the development of the TVBP,
which will involve “extensive industry
outreach, qualification of [Coast Guard]
members to a national standard, and
examination of every uninspected towing
vessel that will be inspected under
Subchapter M.” In February, the Coast
Guard-AWO Safety Partnership’s
National Quality Steering Committee
established the Bridging and
Implementation Team (BAIT) Quality
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Coast Guard Launches Towing
Vessel Bridging Program

LCDR Craig Toomey, Coast Guard District Eight, Prevention Division (center) and Ed Chandler (far
left), Paul Barnes (left), Joe Tyson (right) and Pat Riley of Canal Barge Company, Inc. (far right)
review the requirements of the Towing Vessel Bridging Program.

(continued on page 2)
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Coast Guard Launches Towing
Vessel Bridging Program

Action Team (QAT) to assist the
Coast Guard in the development of
the TVBP. The program will include
extensive Coast Guard
outreach to industry, a
towing vessel
indoctrination and
qualification process for
Coast Guard personnel,
industry-initiated exams
resulting in the issuance
of decals to towing
vessels found to be in compliance
with existing regulations, and risk-
based targeted exams initiated by the
Coast Guard, focusing on vessels that
do not have a valid decal.

In addition to the announcement
from RDMLWatson, which is
available here, the Coast Guard’s
Office of Vessel Activities issued a
policy memorandum June 12
providing additional details on the
TVBP. For a copy of the
memorandum, click here.

For more information on AWO’s
work to prepare for publication of
the towing vessel inspection notice
of proposed rulemaking, please see
page 15 in the Members Only
section of this newsletter.

Coast Guard Examiner
Visits Canal Barge
A crucial component of the TVBP is
the education of Coast Guard
personnel who will be responsible
for conducting towing vessel exams
under the towing vessel inspection
regulations. While the forthcoming
notice of proposed rulemaking is
expected to include a substantial role
for Coast Guard-approved third
parties, the inspection regime will
also involve at least one Coast Guard

visit to every towing vessel during
the five-year Certificate of Inspection
cycle. LCDR Craig Toomey became

an early participant in the
TVBP by visiting Canal
Barge Company, Inc. at
its New Orleans and
Belle Chasse, LA offices
in June (see photo, page
1). LCDR Toomey also
completed his vessel
training onboard one of

Canal Barge’s vessels on the lower
Mississippi River.

Prior to and during his visits, LCDR
Toomey used the Towing Vessel
Outreach, Orientation and
Indoctrination Workbook as a guide.
The workbook was jointly
developed by Coast Guard and
industry representatives as part of
the BAIT QAT. The workbook
provides extensive background
information on the towing industry,
its vessels and office procedures, as
well as opportunities for feedback
from representatives of hosting
companies and the Coast Guard.

To view the workbook, please visit
the AWO Web site at
www.americanwaterways.com.
Under the “What’s New” section,
click on the title heading that
begins, “The AWO-Coast Guard
Bridging and Implementation
Team.” For further information on
the TVBP, please contact Lynn
Muench at (314) 446-6474 or
Jennifer Carpenter at (703) 841-
9300, extension 260, or via email at
lmuench@vesselalliance.com or
jcarpenter@vesselalliance.com.
For more information on the
forthcoming inspection rulemaking,
please contact Ms. Carpenter.

(continued from page 1)

EPA Provides VGP
Notice of Intent Hotline

NOIs Due September 19;
EPA Tentatively Schedules

July 27 Web Cast

As reported in the June 19 AWO Letter,
the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) has activated its electronic
Notice of Intent (eNOI) Web site for its
Vessel General Permit (VGP), which
can be accessed by clicking here. EPA
has also launched a telephone hotline to
provide assistance to vessel owners
with questions about the NOI process.
The hotline number is (888) 890-1995,
and it is open from 8:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m.
EDT. Owners of commercial vessels
that are over 79 feet in length and
either: 1) measure 300 gross tons
(international tonnage) or more, or
2) have more than eight cubic meters
(2,113 gallons) of ballast water capacity
must submit an NOI by September 19.

In addition, EPA has tentatively
scheduled a Web cast for July 27
during which it will give an overview
of the NOI process and answer
questions about it, and also review how
different companies have been
complying with the VGP since it came
into effect on February 6. EPA has
reached out to AWO to explore the
possibility of a towing company
representative providing a short guest
presentation during the Web cast on the
industry’s compliance with the VGP.
AWO will publicize details about the
Web cast as they become available.

For more information on the NOI
requirements, or to share feedback on
your experience using the eNOI
system, please contact Mary McCarthy
at (703) 841-9300, extension 254, or
via email at
mmccarthy@vesselalliance.com.

mailto:mmccarthy@vesselalliance.com
mailto:jcarpenter@vesselalliance.com
http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/vessels/enoi.cfm
http://www.americanwaterways.com/index/Watson_Letter_6_19_09.pdf
http://www.americanwaterways.com/index/Christiansen_Memo_6_19_09.pdf
http://www.americanwaterways.com
mailto:lmuench@vesselalliance.com
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Important Dates
and Reminders

at a glance
For more information, please contact
Hermoine Wellman at (703) 841-9300,
extension 291, unless otherwise noted.

July 23-24: AWO Southern
Region Meeting, Houston,
TX

REGISTER �OW

August 5-6: AWO
Executive Committee
Meeting, Arlington, VA

August 19-20: AWO
Midwest and Ohio Valley
Regions Joint Summer
Meeting, St. Louis, MO

REGISTER �OW

August 26-27: AWO
Atlantic Region Summer
Meeting, Norfolk, VA

REGISTER �OW

September 3: AWO Pacific
Region Summer Meeting,
Seattle, WA

September 9-10:
Interregion Safety
Committee Meeting,
St. Louis, MO

October 13-16: AWO Fall
Convention, New Orleans,
LA

December 2-3: AWO
Executive Committee
Meeting, Arlington, VA

On June 19, the Coast Guard announced
that mariners who have applied for Vessel
Security Officer (VSO) endorsements on
their license or Merchant Mariner Credential
will be considered to have met the
regulatory requirements for VSO until
September 1, 2009, if they can provide
proof of application. The Coast Guard
indicated that it is taking this step because
“there are a large number of mariners that
have applied for their VSO endorsements,
but will not receive the document in time to
meet the July 1, 2009 deadline.”

VSOs can prove that they applied for the
endorsement by logging on to the
Homeport “Mariner Application Status”
page, and then printing the display. This
proof of application must be accompanied
by a course completion certificate in order
for the mariner to be considered compliant
with the VSO requirements. The Coast
Guard also announced that mariners who
received VSO training before July 1, 2009,

may complete a VSO refresher course
instead of the full-length course until July 1,
2011, a two-year extension from the
original deadline.

As reported in the December 19, 2008 AWO
Letter, the Coast Guard issued a final rule
last year requiring VSOs on vessels subject
to the International Convention on
Standards of Training, Certification and
Watchkeeping to obtain a Coast Guard
endorsement on their license or credential,
and to complete a Coast Guard-accepted
VSO training course. (For a copy of the
article, click here.)

For a copy of the Coast Guard’s
announcement, please click here. If you
have further questions, please contact
Jennifer Carpenter or Benjamin Rogers at
(703) 841-9300, extensions 260 or 264,
respectively, or via email at
jcarpenter@vesselalliance.com or
brogers@vesselalliance.com.

Proof of Application to be Accepted in Lieu
of VSO Endorsement Until September 1

�ational Maritime Center Offers
Guidance on Application-by-Mail Process
On June 26, the Coast Guard’s National Maritime Center
(NMC) provided information to mariners on the procedure for
mailing credential applications to a Regional Examination
Center (REC). The NMC instructed applicants to submit
photocopies of supporting documentation to their nearest REC,
including sea service and training/course certificates, as part of
their application package.

The NMC also indicated that applicants should pay their user
fees via www.pay.gov to “ensure quick processing of applications.” The mariner should
then include a copy of the payment receipt within the application package that is sent to the
REC. Cash or money-order payments are not acceptable substitutes.

At this point, the NMC does not receive credential applications directly by email, although
it intends to provide this as an option in the “near future.” The NMC directed mariners to
its Web site, www.uscg.mil/nmc, to find out more about the future email option.

To read the NMC guidance, please click here. If you have further questions, please contact
Jennifer Carpenter or Benjamin Rogers at (703) 841-9300, extensions 260 or 264,
respectively, or via email at jcarpenter@vesselalliance.com or brogers@vesselalliance.com.

mailto:jcarpenter@vesselalliance.com
mailto:jcarpenter@vesselalliance.com
http://www.americanwaterways.com/index/Info_bulletin_VSO_requirements.pdf
http://www.pay.gov
http://www.uscg.mil/nmc
http://www.americanwaterways.com/index/industry_notice_application_submission_update.pdf
mailto:brogers@vesselalliance.com
mailto:brogers@vesselalliance.com
http://www.americanwaterways.com/press_room/newsletter/2008/12-19-08non.pdf
http://awo.networkats.com/members_online/members/login.asp?action=start&af=&tp=registration/register.asp&param=mt=REGSOS09%26af=AWO
http://awo.networkats.com/members_online/members/login.asp?action=start&af=&tp=registration/register.asp&param=mt=REGARS09%26af=AWO
http://awo.networkats.com/members_online/members/login.asp?action=start&af=&tp=registration/register.asp&param=mt=REGMOS09%26af=AWO
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The International Maritime Organization (IMO)
has amended the International Convention for the
Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) to require Material
Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) on all vessels subject to
MARPOLAnnex I. MSDS documentation provides accurate
information on the health effects of certain Annex I toxic substances,
and is provided by an oil terminal or bunker supplier to a carrier.

Effective January 1, 2011, U.S.-flagged vessels subject to Annex I (oil
tankers – including barges – above 150 gross tons, and all other
vessels above 400 gross tons) will be required to obtain an MSDS
prior to loading oil in bulk as cargo or fuel. In addition, affected
vessels traveling overseas should expect foreign ports to ask for an
MSDS for each Annex I cargo and marine fuel oil on board. The
IMO has developed a recommended content and format for the
required MSDSs. In a notice published in the June 26 Federal
Register, the U.S. Coast Guard encouraged the use of the IMO-
recommended format, which can be found here.

Although requirements for MSDSs do not apply to vessels not subject
to SOLAS, such as unmanned inland barges, other similar regulations,
such as 46 CFR 197.565 (recordkeeping and training requirements for
vessels carrying benzene), may require an MSDS to be on board.

For more information, please contact Robert McCaw or Mary
McCarthy at (703) 841-9300, extensions 279 or 254, respectively, or
via email at rmccaw@vesselalliance.com or
mmccarthy@vesselalliance.com.

The Coast Guard is hiring qualified
civilians to fill GS-12 and GS-13 positions
at the newly opened Towing Vessel Center
of Expertise in Paducah, KY. The primary
purpose of the Centers of Expertise is to
cultivate Coast Guard expertise in
inspections and investigations focused on a
particular class of vessel. Applicants are
expected to have relevant licensing and
certification or possess an advanced degree
in the commercial maritime sector or in a
related occupational or technical arena.
Center employees are marine inspectors or
investigators who, while fully engaged in
their primary inspection and investigation
assignments, will also train student
inspectors and advise policy makers,
regulation developers or operational
program managers on trends, best practices,
leading indicators, problematic issues or
other functional area concerns.

For more information or to apply for a
position, go to www.usajobs.gov using key
words: Maritime, Coast Guard.

On June 25, the Subcommittee on
Energy and Water Development of the
House Appropriations
Committee marked up and
approved the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ funding
bill for Fiscal Year 2010 (FY
10). The spending bill
consists of a total of $5.541
billion for the Corps’ Civil
Works Program, including
$2.511 billion for Operations &
Maintenance and $2.123 billion for
Construction. The total designated for
the Corps is $416 million higher than
the amount that was in the Obama
Administration’s FY 10 proposal.

Acting Subcommittee Chairman Ed
Pastor (D-AZ) issued a statement on

the Inland Waterways Trust
Fund (IWTF) and its poor
revenue outlook.
Specifically, Chairman Pastor
said that “legislation must be
pursued to address the
insolvency” of the IWTF.

The issue of the IWTF’s
revenue stream, including the
Administration’s lock usage tax
proposal, will be addressed by the
Corps’ authorizing committees in the
House and Senate. The full House
Appropriations Committee will meet
on the spending portion of the Corps’

budget in the coming weeks.

AWO remains committed to working
with Waterways Council, Inc. and
Congress to prevent the imposition of a
lock usage tax and to seek a
comprehensive solution to meeting
inland waterways infrastructure and
funding needs for the future. AWO is
also committed to securing an
appropriate level of funding for the
Corps during FY 10. For further
questions, please contact Chris
Coakley or Benjamin Rogers at (703)
841-9300, extensions 297 or 264,
respectively, or via email at
ccoakely@vesselalliance.com or
brogers@vesselalliance.com.

IMO Releases Material Safety
Data Sheet Requirements

Coast Guard Announces
Civilian Vacancies at
Towing Vessel Center
of Expertise

House Subcommittee Approves Corps Spending Bill for FY 10

mailto:ccoakley@vesselalliance.com
mailto:rmccaw@vesselalliance.com
mailto:mmccarthy@vesselalliance.com
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2009/pdf/E9-15337.pdf
http://www.usajobs.gov
mailto:brogers@vesselalliance.com
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On June 16, the Subcommittee on Water Resources and
Environment of the House Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee heard testimony from officials from the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers on the Fiscal Year 2010 (FY 10)
budget proposal for the Corps’ Civil Works program. The
hearing was presided over by Subcommittee Chairwoman
Eddie Bernice Johnson (D-TX).

During the hearing, subcommittee member Rep. Pete Olson
(R-TX) reminded Acting Assistant Secretary of the Army for
Civil Works Terrance Salt that the lock usage tax that is
currently part of the FY 10 proposal was rejected by Congress
last year, and would significantly raise taxes on the industry, if
enacted. Rep. Olson suggested waiting for collaborative
efforts currently underway between the Corps and industry,
with the goal of developing a way to better manage the Corps’
project load, to be completed before pursuing this type of
revenue enhancement. Mr. Salt responded that the Corps was

looking forward to working with Congress and the Inland
Waterways Users Board (IWUB) to find a solution to the
problem of the depleted trust fund.

Also at the hearing, Lieutenant General Robert Van Antwerp
informed the subcommittee that 35 percent of the proposed
budget for the Civil Works program was designated for
navigation purposes.

AWO remains committed to working with Waterways
Council, Inc. and the IWUB to prevent the imposition of a
lock usage tax and to seek a comprehensive solution to
meeting inland waterways infrastructure and funding needs
for the future. For questions about the hearing, please
contact Chris Coakley or Benjamin Rogers at (703) 841-
9300, extensions 297 or 264, respectively, or via email at
ccoakely@vesselalliance.com or
brogers@vesselalliance.com.

On June 16, the Senate Environment and Public Works
Committee held a hearing on “New Orleans Hurricane and
Flood Protection and Coastal Louisiana
Restoration: Status and Progress.” The hearing
was led by Chairwoman Barbara Boxer (D-CA)
and featured her fellow committee member
Senator David Vitter (R-LA) as well as Senator
Mary Landrieu (D-LA).

The hearing focused on the infrastructure needs
of coastal Louisiana and how to prevent
hurricane flooding; both are issues that affect
navigation in the area. Senator Landrieu noted
that “Our coast is a working coast that contributes 90
percent of America’s offshore energy production, 30 percent
of overall oil and gas supply, and 30 percent of its seafood
in the lower 48 states, not counting the navigation that
comes into this [area] as well.” Both Senator Landrieu and
Chairwoman Boxer noted that the funding from the Water
Resources Development Act of 2007 is a step toward
improving the nation’s crumbling infrastructure, but that
more needs to be done, especially in vulnerable areas such
as New Orleans. Senator Vitter joined them in support of
solutions that will offer the most protection to citizens,
regardless of cost.

The main witness, BG Michael Walsh, Commander,
Mississippi Valley Division, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,

explained in his testimony the various hurricane
flood protection projects the Corps has been
authorized by Congress to complete in coastal
Louisiana. Senator Vitter quizzed BG Walsh on
the Corps’ decision not to move forward with a
solution that would reinforce the canal walls and
pump excess water during storms to the
Mississippi River. Senator Vitter asserted that
this solution (called Option 2 or 2a) would best
protect the city and is authorized under 2006

hurricane recovery appropriations legislation, a point with
which BG Walsh disagreed.

In addition, Dr. Robert Twilley, a Professor of
Oceanography and Coastal Sciences at Louisiana State
University, testified that Louisiana flood protection is part of
a larger issue of failing infrastructure nationwide, and urged
the committee to look at different funding mechanisms and
federal-regional cooperative efforts, such as the Mississippi
River Commission, to improve waterways infrastructure.

For more information on the hearing, please contact Mary
McCarthy at (703) 841-9300, extension 254, or via email at
mmccarthy@vesselalliance.com.

Corps of Engineers Testifies Before House
Subcommittee on FY 10 Civil Works Budget Proposal

Senate Holds Hearing on Louisiana Hurricane Protection

Rep. Olson Urges Restraint on Lock Usage Tax

mailto:ccoakley@vesselalliance.com
mailto:mmccarthy@vesselalliance.com
mailto:ccoakely@vesselalliance.com
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On June 25, the Supreme Court ruled
in a 5-4 decision to uphold the ruling
by the Eleventh Circuit Court of
Appeals in the case of Atlantic
Sounding Co., Inc.,
Et. al. v. Townsend,
which allowed a
seaman to assert a
claim for punitive
damages in a
maintenance and cure
case against Weeks
Marine, owner of
Atlantic Sounding Co., and an AWO
member. The decision affirms that
punitive damages remain an available
remedy under the general maritime law
for failure to provide maintenance and
cure. In voicing his dissent, Justice
Samuel Alito, joined by Chief Justice
John Roberts and Justices Antonin
Scalia and Anthony Kennedy, wrote
that “In Miles v. Apex Marine Corp.
(1990), this Court provided a workable
framework for analyzing the relief
available on claims under general
maritime law. Today, the Court
abruptly changes course.”

Atlantic Sounding Co., the Petitioner,
argued that the Supreme Court ruled in
Miles that punitive damages are not
available to seamen making claims for
injury or death under general maritime
law. The narrowly-divided Court

rejected this interpretation, writing that
“American courts have… permitted
such damages since at least 1784” and
that “the common-law punitive

damages tradition
extends to claims
under federal
maritime law.” The
Court concluded that
Miles “does not
address either
maintenance and cure
actions in general or

the availability of punitive damages for
such actions,” and that, further, “Miles
does not limit recovery to the remedies
available under the Jones Act.” Justice
Clarence Thomas, writing for the
majority, wrote that “because punitive
damages have long been an accepted
remedy under general maritime law,
and because nothing in the Jones Act
altered this understanding, such
damages for the willful and wanton
disregard of the maintenance and cure
obligation should remain available…
as a matter of general maritime law.”

In offering his dissenting opinion,
Justice Alito argued that Congress,
upon enacting the Jones Act in 1920,
intended that only non-punitive
damages could be recovered under the
Act, and interpreted the intent of Miles
as to ensure as much consistency as

possible between the statutory
mandates of the Jones Act and the
mandates of general maritime law.
“Under Miles’ reasoning,” Justice Alito
wrote, “…the rule should be the same
when a seaman sues under general
maritime law for personal injury
resulting from denial of maintenance
and cure.”

Given the potential ramifications of the
case, AWO, the Chamber of Shipping
of America and the Dredging
Contractors of America filed an amicus
curiae brief in September 2008 in
support of Weeks Marine. AWO and
its industry partners believed that the
Eleventh Circuit’s decision conflicted
with decisions from other circuits and
created a precedent that could promote
“forum shopping” by encouraging
seamen from other parts of the country
to seek punitive damages against their
employers in federal courts governed
by the Eleventh Circuit.

For a copy of the Supreme Court’s
decision, click here. If you have any
questions, please contact Chris
Coakley or Brian Vahey at (703) 841-
9300, extensions 297 and 251,
respectively, or via email at
ccoakley@vesselalliance.com or
bvahey@vesselalliance.com.

Supreme Court Upholds District Court Decision in
Maintenance and Cure Case by Narrow Margin

The AWO Coastal Safety Committee met on
June 10-11 and welcomed new Chairman
Jeff Slesinger, Director – Safety and
Training, Western Towboat, and new Vice
Chairman Matt Baker, Manager, Safety and
Training, Moran Towing Corporation. In
accepting the gavel from outgoing
Chairperson Gail Johnson, Safety Officer,
Great Lakes Dredge & Dock Company, Mr.
Slesinger thanked her, saying the passion

and leadership she brought to the
chairperson’s role during the past two years
infused meetings with a vibrant energy that
revitalized attendees’ commitment to living,
speaking and creating a safety culture within
their personal and professional lives. Ms.
Johnson, he said, has a talent for “finding
ways to make safety issues understood in
our heads and felt in our gut. Gail has a
toolbox full of innovative ways to

Coastal Safety Committee Sets Course for Future

(continued on page 7)

mailto:ccoakley@vesselalliance.com
mailto:bvahey@vesselalliance.com
http://www.americanwaterways.com/index/Atlantic_Sounding_Co_et_al_v_Townsend.pdf
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emotionally connect people to safe
practices.” Mr. Slesinger went on to
say that after a meeting conducted
under Ms. Johnson’s hand he always
left with a renewed sense of
appreciation of how far
safety reaches beyond the
simple goals of regulatory
compliance and providing a
safe workplace on the
water. He said that it’s not
just about regulations,
policy and procedure; it’s
about the insidious reach of
an unsafe practice or
workplace accident and the emotional
and financial consequences that may
flood into a family’s home, washing
away their security and welfare.

Discussion of the future direction of
the Coastal Safety Committee then
began with Mr. Slesinger reminding
everyone that the Committee’s

overriding priority is to make
operations safer for those on deck,
and in the wheelhouse and engine
room of coastal towing vessels.
He also observed that the

Committee is in a
unique position to
make the “safety of the
mariner” a phrase that
has real application and
meaning. The Committee
can provide a voice within
AWO that connects
boardroom and public
discussions with the

seagoing reality. To improve its
effectiveness in delivering on this
promise of safer operation and
improved communication, the
Committee adopted a new strategic
plan that defines the Committee’s
roles, reorganizes the Committee’s
workgroup process and implements

new communication tools.

Briefly, the new Strategic Plan calls on
the Committee to fill three important
roles: to be a coastal towing resource
that will assimilate educational,
procedural and best practice tools in
order to promote safe work practices in
operations unique to coastal towing
conditions; to assist the AWO Board of
Directors in identifying, clarifying and
understanding the safety element of
AWO’s advocacy priorities; and,
finally, to partner with the Interregion
Safety Committee to coordinate
resources in order to efficiently and
effectively address safety issues held in
common interest by both committees.
In order to fulfill these multiple roles,
the Coastal Safety Committee has been
restructured. Topic-focused
subcommittees have been replaced
with process-focused workgroups.
Each workgroup will address a specific
element of an identified safety topic
through four workgroups: Strategic
Planning; Engineering Systems;
Organization and Regulatory Issues;
and, Human Behavior.

More information on the new strategic
plan, the June attendance list, copies of
the presentations and handouts can be
found by clicking here. If you have
any questions, please contact Bob
Clinton at (703) 841-9300, extension
253, or bclinton@vesselalliance.com.

Coastal Safety Committee
Sets Course for Future

“SAFETY
PAGES”

(continued from page 6)

AWO is now accepting sponsorship applications for the 2010 edition of the
AWO Safety Calendar! Each sponsor’s information and logo is
prominently placed in full color on a page of the calendar. This is a great
way to promote your company’s commitment to safety to AWO members
and customers, as well as to legislators, regulators and the media.
Additionally, each sponsor will receive six free calendars. The cost to be a
sponsor is $500. Upon receipt of the sponsorship form, we will invoice
your company.

Please note that the calendar photos are chosen through the AWO Safety
Calendar Photo Contest. Therefore, it is very difficult for us to match
photos of certain vessels to certain sponsors, but we will make every effort
to accommodate sponsors’ requests in this regard if they are made known
to us on the sponsorship application. Thank you for your understanding.

Fill out the sponsor form found here and fax it to Susan Miller at (703)
841-0389. For more information, please don’t hesitate to contact Susan at
smiller@vesselalliance.com or (703) 841-9300, extension 262.

Safety Calendar Sponsorship
Opportunities �ow Available!

http://www.americanwaterways.com/index/2010_AWO_Safety_Calendar_Sponsorship_Form.pdf
mailto:smiller@vesselalliance.com
mailto:bclinton@vesselalliance.com
http://www.americanwaterways.com/commitment_safety/index.html
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DATE LOCATION CONTACT

July 20-21 Salyers Solutions, LLC
Mobile, AL

Jo Ann Salyers (Instructor)
(504) 236-4962
salyers_solutions@hughes.net

August 4-5 Salyers Solutions, LLC
Houston, TX

Jo Ann Salyers (Instructor)
(504) 236-4962
salyers_solutions@hughes.net

August 11-12 Salyers Solutions, LLC
Seattle, WA

Jo Ann Salyers (Instructor)
(504) 236-4962
salyers_solutions@hughes.net

The Crew Endurance Management System (CEMS) is a system for
managing risk factors in maritime work environments that can lead to
human error and performance slumps. The Coast Guard and AWO have
been working together to help companies implement the principles of
CEMS. In this space, AWO will publish details of CEMS training
opportunities around the country. For further information on CEMS
training opportunities, please contact Pik Kwan Rivera, U.S. Coast Guard,
at (202) 372-1354.

CEMS Training Opportunities Available

E�TER THE 2010 SAFETY CALE�DAR PHOTO CO�TEST!

It is time to enter photographs of your
vessel(s) in the ninth annual AWO
Safety Calendar Photo Contest! We are
looking for remarkable photos of 13
vessels. Now is the chance to show off
that superb barge, amazing towboat or
hard working tugboat. The winning
photos will be featured in the full-color,
glossy 2010 Safety Calendar. A copy of
the calendar will be mailed to all AWO
members, with extra copies sold for

posting onboard vessels. It will also be
distributed to legislators, regulators and
the media to illustrate the industry’s
commitment to safety.

The deadline for photos is July 27.
Please email photos, which should be
in a “TIFF” or “JPG” format and at
least 300 dpi, to Susan Miller at
smiller@vesselalliance.com. If you

have too many exceptional photos to
choose from, put them on a CD and
send the disk to AWO. All hard copy
prints must be in color, at least 9”x12”
inches in size, and include the
company’s name, the name of the
person submitting the photo and a
contact phone number on the back of
the photo.

Please send your photos to:

Susan Miller
The American Waterways Operators
801 North Quincy Street, Suite 200
Arlington, VA 22203

Unfortunately, submitted photos cannot
be returned. AWO reserves the right to
use photos received in other
association materials to promote the
industry. We look forward to receiving
your winning entries!

Earlier Deadline Set This Year!

AWO urges
recreational boaters
to use special caution
when operating
around commercial
vessels and to
educate themselves on
the constraints under which those
vessels operate. This awareness
can arm recreational boaters with
the best protection against danger
and could save lives.

AWO’s popular brochure,
entitled “Lifelines: Safety Tips
That Could Save Your Life,”
delivers important safety tips to
recreational boaters in an
easy-to-read, user friendly
format. Have you ordered
your brochures yet?

To request copies of the
brochure, please email your
request to Susan Miller, AWO
Government Affairs Assistant, at
smiller@vesselalliance.com.
The brochure is free; however,
there is a cost for shipping.
Order your brochures today!

Order Your Lifelines
Brochures!

mailto:salyers_solutions@hughes.net
mailto:salyers_solutions@hughes.net
mailto:salyers_solutions@hughes.net
mailto:smiller@vesselalliance.com
mailto:smiller@vesselalliance.com
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Your AWOWeb site is constantly being updated with
information that’s important to you and your company.
Following are some recent postings that you may not have
seen, and some features of the Web site about which you may
not have been aware. The locations for these items are in all
caps. Visit the AWOWeb site often to see what’s new!

� Texas Transportation Institute’s Study: “AModal
Comparison of Freight Transportation Effects on the
General Public” (HOME PAGE)

� 2010 Safety Calendar Sponsorship Form (HOME
PAGE)

� 2009 and 2010 AWO Meetings Calendar, including
board, Executive Committee and regional meetings
(MEMBERSHIP & MEETI�GS)

� Maritime Cabotage Task Force Annual Report
(ABOUT THE I�DUSTRY and PRESS ROOM)

� Towing Vessel Inspection Resource Center
(MEMBERS O�LY)

What’s New on the AWO Web Site? www.americanwaterways.com

In recognition of these tough economic times,
AWO is offering its members an exciting
opportunity. Sponsors of the AWO Letter now
have a chance to get even more attention for
their company’s services with a half page ad for
the same reasonable price! This is a great way
to advertise your company to the AWO
membership and show support for the tugboat,
towboat and barge industry.

Each sponsorship now includes a front-page
“sponsorship block” featuring your company’s
name, location, logo, and Web site address PLUS
a half page ad! The AWO Letter reaches a wide and diverse
audience including AWO members, elected officials, transportation agencies
and companies in industries related to the maritime industry. It is published 24
times a year. The cost of sponsorship has remained the same for several years:
$500. Now you get even more for your money! Available issues are listed in
the box at right.

Sponsorship forms can be found by visiting the AWO Web site, or by
clicking here. If you have any questions, please contact Susan Miller at
(703) 841-9300, extension 262, or via email at smiller@vesselalliance.com.

� July 17

� July 31

� August 14

� August 28

� September 11

� September 25

� October 9

� October 23

� November 6

� November 20

� December 4

� December 18

AAWWOO  LLeetttteerr  SSppoonnssoorrsshhiippss  NNooww  OOffffeerr  EExxttrraa  SSppaaccee!!

mailto:smiller@vesselalliance.com
http://www.americanwaterways.com
http://www.americanwaterways.com/awomemonly/convention_presentations/index.html
http://www.americanwaterways.com
http://www.americanwaterways.com/press_room/newsletter/SponsorLetter.pdf
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REGIONAL REPORTS

The AWO Southern Region Summer
Meeting and Midwest & Ohio Valley
Regions Joint Summer Meeting will be
held on July 23-24 and August 19-20,
respectively.  On the first day of each
regional meeting, there will be a Special
Session from 2:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.
followed by a reception from 6:00 p.m.-
7:30 p.m.

The AWO Atlantic Region Summer
Meeting and Pacific Region Summer
Meeting will be held on August 26-27
and September 3, respectively.
Important association business will be
conducted, including discussion of
Subchapter M towing vessel inspection
requirements, the Vessel General
Permit and regional and national
reports.  Membership attendance and
involvement is essential.

Online registration for the Southern,
Atlantic and Midwest and Ohio Valley
Summer meetings is now available.
To register, please click here.  For
more information, please contact
Hermoine Wellman at (703) 841-9300,
extension 291, or via email at
hwellman@vesselalliance.com.

Southern Region
Summer Meeting
July 23-24       
The Houstonian Hotel, Club & Spa
Houston, TX
Hotel Telephone Numbers: 
(713) 680-2626
(800) 231-2759
Hotel Cutoff Date: July 7

REGISTER �OW
Sponsorship Opportunities
Available

Midwest & Ohio Valley
Regions Joint Summer
Meeting 
August 19-20 
Four Seasons Hotel – St. Louis
St. Louis, MO
Hotel Telephone Numbers:
(800) 819-5053
(314) 881-5757
Hotel Cutoff Date: July 29

REGISTER �OW
Sponsorship Opportunities
Available

Atlantic Region Summer
Meeting 
August 26-27
Renaissance Portsmouth Hotel &
Waterfront Conference Center
Norfolk, VA
Hotel Telephone Number:
(888) 839-1775
Hotel Cutoff Date: July 27

REGISTER �OW
Sponsorship Opportunities
Available

Pacific Region Summer
Meeting 
September 3      
Salty’s on Alki
Seattle, WA 
Sponsorship Opportunities
Available

REGIO�AL MEETI�GS AT-A-GLA�CE

2009 Regional Summer Meetings to be Held

Mississippi River Commission to Hold Public Meetings
The Mississippi River Commission (MRC) will be holding
five public meetings in the near future on board the m/v
Mississippi.  The meetings will be held in: St. Louis, MO on
August 14; Tiptonville, TN on August 17; Memphis, TN on
August 18; Greenville, MS on August 19; and, Morgan City,
LA on August 21.

The agendas for all the meetings include a summary report
by MRC President and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
(Corps) Division Commander BG Michael J. Walsh; an
overview on current project issues by the Corps District
Commander; and, an opportunity to provide feedback and
testimony by members of the public.  To read the full notice
sent out by the MRC, please click here.  

The MRC is charged by Congress to develop plans for
improving the condition of the Mississippi River, fostering

navigation, promoting commerce and preventing
destructive floods.   

For more information, please contact Lynn Muench at (314)
446-6474 or Mark Wright at (985) 674-3600, or via email at
lmuench@vesselalliance.com or
mwright@vesselalliance.com .

If you receive a hard copy of the AWO
Letter and need to know the exact Web
addresses of the hyperlinks in any
articles, please contact Mary McCarthy
at (703) 841-9300, extension 254, or at
mmccarthy@vesselalliance.com. 

Midcontinent Office

mailto:mmccarthy@vesselalliance.com
http://awo.networkats.com/members_online/members/login.asp?action=start&af=&tp=registration/register.asp&param=mt=REGSOS09%26af=AWO
http://awo.networkats.com/members_online/members/login.asp?action=start&af=&tp=registration/register.asp&param=mt=REGARS09%26af=AWO
http://www.americanwaterways.com/index/MRC_Low_Water_Insp_1021_Aug_Notice_of_Meetings.pdf
mailto:lmuench@vesselalliance.com
mailto:mwright@vesselalliance.com
http://awo.networkats.com/members_online/members/login.asp?action=start&af=&tp=registration/register.asp&param=mt=REGMOS09%26af=AWO
mailto:hwellman@vesselalliance.com
http://www.americanwaterways.com/membership_meetings/index.html


On June 25, CDR Richard V.
Timme assumed command of
Marine Safety Unit (MSU) –
Pittsburgh from CDR Steven
M. Wischmann.  CAPT Tom
Hooper, Chief of Western
Rivers officiated.  MSU –
Pittsburgh reports to Sector
Ohio Valley in Louisville, KY.  

CDR Timme has held a wide
range of marine safety
positions during his career,
including as a marine inspector
in New Orleans, LA.  He is a
1991 graduate of the U.S.
Coast Guard Academy, where
he received a Bachelor of
Science in Government.  He
also holds a Master of Public
Administration from The
George Washington University.  

On June 29, CDR Robert Eugene Bailey assumed
command of Marine Safety Unit (MSU) – Chicago from
CDR Paul Mehler III.  CAPT Bruce Jones, Sector Lake
Michigan officiated.  MSU – Chicago reports to Sector
Lake Michigan in Milwaukee, WI.  

July 2, CAPT Luann Barndt assumed command of Sector
Lake Michigan from CAPT Bruce C. Jones.  RDML Peter
Neffenger, Ninth District Commander officiated.  Sector
Lake Michigan reports to District 9 in Cleveland, OH and
includes the upper Illinois Waterway and Lake Michigan.  

An introductory Sector luncheon will be held for CAPT
Barndt and CDR Bailey in either August or September.

CDR Wischmann is transferring to Buffalo, NY and will be
the Deputy for Sector Buffalo.  CDR Mehler is moving to
Washington, DC and will hold the position of Senate Fellow
for the Appropriations Committee.  CAPT Bruce Jones will
work in strategic analysis for the Commandant’s “think
tank” in Washington, DC.  AWO looks forward to an
ongoing and productive partnership with CDR Wischmann
on the Great Lakes and CDR Mehler and CAPT Jones in
Washington, DC.  
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Three Changes of Command
on the Western Rivers

Midcontinent Office

On June 26, the Department of the
Interior - Minerals Management
Service (MMS) announced its
offering of five, 5-year, alternative
energy interim policy leases for the
siting of meteorological data
collection towers seven to 18 miles
offshore of Delaware and New Jersey
on the Outer Continental Shelf
(OCS).  Data collected from these
towers will be used to determine
whether or not the future siting of
wind turbine farms in these locations
is feasible.  AWO has worked with the United States
Coast Guard and other regional maritime partners to
successfully negotiate the relocation of these towers
away from commercial shipping lanes. 

Federally-awarded leases for the siting of offshore
wind turbines in the United States. Leases off the
coast of New Jersey were awarded to Bluewater Wind
Delaware, LLC; Bluewater Wind New Jersey Energy
LLC; Fishermen’s Energy of New Jersey, LLC; and,
Deepwater Wind, LLC.  The lease off the coast of
Delaware was awarded to Bluewater Wind Delaware.

In a preliminary environmental assessment, MMS
concluded that there was not a need to require a
further environmental impact statement as it believes
the towers pose no significant effects to navigation or
the environment. AWO will continue to monitor the
placement of these proposed towers and others as they
are put forth. 

To read the announcement, click here. For more
information please contact Nicole deSibour or Robert
McCaw at (703) 841-9300, extensions 292 and 279,
respectively, or via email at
ndesibour@vesselalliance.com or
rmccaw@vesselalliance.com. 

MMS Leases Awarded for
Wind Turbine Studies Off
NJ and DE Coasts

Atlantic Region

mailto:rmccaw@vesselalliance.com
mailto:ndesibour@vesselalliance.com
http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2009/pdf/E9-15169.pdf
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On June 30, the Coast Guard-AWO Atlantic Regional
Quality Steering Committee (ARQSC) met in Norfolk,
VA, to discuss topics of regional concern. LT Scott
White, District 1, led the first discussion on the status of

the towing vessel
bridging strategy and
bridging and
implementation team
(BAIT) and the
development and release
of the BAIT
Indoctrination Workbook
and examiner orientation

program. LT White also reviewed the merchant marine
indoctrination ship rider program and the committee
agreed that AWO would review the program’s mutual
training agreements. CAPT Liam Slein, Chief of
Prevention, District 1, presented on the Coast Guard’s
modernization status, with a focus on the rollout of the
Towing Vessel Center of Expertise in Paducah, KY.

Concerning the 2009 hurricane season, the committee
agreed that the Coast Guard would look into raising the
issue of port authorities not granting towing vessels and
barges the right to berth during hurricanes with the
American Association of Port Authorities. In addition, the
Coast Guard pledged that it would look into providing third
party access to the Common Assessment and Reporting Tool
(CART), which provides timely, detailed maritime
transportation system information during hurricanes.

With regard to the Coast Guard’s role in offshore
hydrokinetic and wind turbine project initiatives, the
committee discussed the proposal of establishing a
navigational fairway across the Atlantic region. The Coast
Guard pledged to review the policy process for establishing
fairways with its Waterways Management Branch and AWO
agreed to ask members whether or not this was a tenable
option. Both the Coast Guard and AWO agreed to provide
navigation charts for traditional tugboat and barge routes on
the Atlantic Coast for incorporation into a Marine Cadastre,
which will better inform future leasing and permitting plans.

The ARQSC’s next meeting will be held on January 27,
2010, in New Orleans, LA, and will include a joint
meeting with the Mid-America and Pacific RQSCs.

ARQSC members who attended the meeting are listed in
the box below.

To read the ARQSC meeting notes, please contact Rob
McCaw. For questions about the ARQSC meeting, please
contact Nicole deSibour or Robert McCaw at (703) 841-
9300, extensions 292 or 279, respectively, or via email at
ndisibour@vesselalliance.com or
rmccaw@vesselalliance.com.

� CAPT Chris Roberge, Chief of Prevention,
LANTAREA

� CDR Emile Benard, Chief of Waterways
Management, LANTAREA

� CAPT Scott Ferguson, Chief of Prevention,
District 7

� CAPT Liam Slein, Chief of Prevention, District 1

� LT Scott White, District 1

� LT Heath Hartley, LANTAREA

� Peter Squicciarini, Towing Vessel Inspection,
LANTAREA

� Lewis Fisher, Towing Vessel Inspection,
LANTAREA

� Elliott Westall, McAllister Towing

� Mike Courtaway, McAllister Towing

� Jeff Parker, Allied Transportation

� Don Ivins, Express Marine

� Ricky Thompson, K-Sea Transportation

� CDR Brian Dunn, Waterways Management, Fifth
District

� Nicole deSibour, AWO

� Robert McCaw, AWO
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mailto:rmccaw@vesselalliance.com
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On June 29, AWO submitted a letter to
Governor Deval Patrick (D-MA) urging
him to veto HB 4119, “An Act
Preventing Oil Spills in Buzzards Bay.”
As noted in the June 19 edition of the
AWO Letter, HB 4119 passed the
Massachusetts legislature and only

awaits Gov. Patrick’s signature to
become law.

HB 4119 contains a number of
deficiencies which AWO pointed to in
its letter to the governor.  Among
these are: 

� a provision requiring the
Massachusetts Department of
Environmental Protection
(MassDEP) to dispatch a state-
provided tug escort for
unaccompanied tank vessels
entering Buzzards Bay; 

� a requirement for tank vessel
operators to notify MassDEP
within 24 hours of entering the
bay, in spite of the difficulty of an
operator being able to plan a
journey through that location that
far in advance; 

� the bill’s disregard of the Coast
Guard First District’s 2007

Regulated Navigation Area that
preempts the state’s authority to
regulate issues of vessel safety,
vessel operations and navigations,
a fact recognized by a federal
district court as recently as August
2008; and,

� a requirement that state pilots
report “all near and actual
navigational incidents that could
potentially lead to an oil spill” to a
public database.

To read AWO’s letter to the governor,
please click here.  To read the text of
HB 4119, please click here.  For
questions about this issue, please
contact Nicole de Sibour or Benjamin
Rogers at (703) 841-9300, extensions
292 or 264, respectively, or via email
at ndesibour@vesselalliance.com or
brogers@vesselalliance.com.   
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The U.S. Navy is planning to
install a Puget Sound kinetic
hydropower project off
Marrowstone Island, near Port
Townsend.  The turbines will be
anchored to the seabed in
approximately 80 feet of water,
giving only a 50 foot clearance
above the turbine blades.  AWO
members met to discuss possible
complications with the project
and will request that the Navy
move the turbines north, out of
the shipping lanes.  The
requested move is still within the
original permitted site and,
according to AWO members,
should still be in an
advantageous area for power
generation.  For more
information on this bill, please
contact Jason Lewis at (206)
245-5758, or via email at
jlewis@vesselalliance.com. 

AWO to
Comment on
Kinetic Energy
Projects in Puget
Sound

AWO Sends Letter to MA Governor 
Urging Veto of Buzzards Bay Oil Spill Bill

Change of Command Takes Place in
Sector Houston-Galveston

REGIONAL REPORTS

Atlantic Region

Pacific Region

On June 19, CAPT Marcus Woodring assumed command of Sector Houston-
Galveston from CAPT William Diehl in a Change of Command ceremony
officiated by RADM Mary Landry, Commander of the Eighth District.  CAPT
Woodring served as Deputy Commander of Coast Guard Sector Houston-
Galveston under CAPT Diehl.

CAPT Woodring is a native of Plandome, NY, and a graduate of Brown
University in Rhode Island.  Woodring attended the Coast Guard’s Officer
Candidate School in 1984 and graduated with a commission as an Ensign.  He
and his wife, Kim, have three grown sons. 

Following the Change of Ceremony, CAPT Diehl officially retired from the
Coast Guard.  Diehl had been Commander of Sector Houston-Galveston since
July 2006.  He led the Coast Guard’s response to Hurricane Ike in Galveston,
among his many accomplishments in command.

Southern Region

http://www.americanwaterways.com/index/Letter_to_MA_Governor.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/legis/bills/house/186/ht04pdf/ht04119.pdf
mailto:jlewis@vesselalliance.com
mailto:brogers@vesselalliance.com
mailto:ndesibour@vesselalliance.com

