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Most Burdensome State VGP

Requirements Alleviated

AWO Works with Illinois, New Jersey and California to
Remove Problematic Graywater, Effluent Sampling Provisions

On February 6, the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) Vessel General
Permit (VGP) came into effect, beginning
a new regime of regulation for discharges
incidental to the normal operation of
vessels. The VGP contains additional
requirements that vessels must comply
with in the waters of 26 states. When the
permit was published on December 18,
2008, AWO launched an intensive
administrative, legislative and legal
campaign to alleviate the most
burdensome of these requirements that
threatened to shut down vessel operations
in Illinois, New Jersey and California
when the permit was scheduled to come
into effect on February 6.

In Hlinois, AWO met with the

[llinois Environmental

Protection Agency (IEPA) on

January 14 to explain how the

state’s graywater discharge

prohibition was impossible for

most towing vessels to comply with, and
urged IEPA to remove the prohibition in
order to ensure that vessels could
continue to operate in Illinois waters.

As AWO worked with state, local and
national officials and stakeholder allies to
convince the state to remove the
prohibition, it also employed an Illinois
law firm to secure a temporary restraining

order against the state’s graywater
discharge prohibition on February 3.
Almost simultaneously, IEPA requested
that U.S. EPA remove the state’s
graywater discharge prohibition from the
VGP, which EPA did on February 5.

In New Jersey, AWO met with the New
Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection (NJDEP) on January 15 to urge
the state to remove its

graywater discharge prohibition.

AWO followed up with

repeated discussions with

NIDEDP, intervention from

members of the New Jersey
Congressional delegation, and
coordination with other vessel

interests. When the state still had not
acted to withdraw the prohibition in the
final week before the VGP came into
effect, AWO began to prepare a lawsuit
against NJDEP in order to protect
members and allow them to continue to
operate in state waters. Fortunately, on
February 2, NJDEP requested that EPA
remove the state’s graywater discharge
prohibition from the VGP, which EPA did
on February 5, and AWO avoided having
to file the lawsuit.

In California, AWO worked with the
Pacific Merchant Shipping Association to

(continued on page 2)
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convince the

California Water

Resources Control

Board (CWRCB) that

it was impossible for

vessels to comply with

the state’s extremely

complicated and burdensome effluent
limits and sampling and testing
requirements. After AWO held a
meeting on January 30 with CWRCB
during which it became clear that the
agency could not clarify how vessels
could comply with the requirements,
AWO moved forward with a lawsuit
against the state. However, on February
4, the state sent a letter instructing EPA
to remove those requirements, which
EPA did the next day, and AWO did not
have to file the lawsuit.

The updated VGP, with these three
states’ problematic provisions removed,
can be found by clicking here.

While removal of the Illinois, New
Jersey and California requirements
ensures that vessels can continue to
operate in all state waters, the NPDES
permit program, which was developed
to control water pollution from fixed,
land-based facilities, remains an
extremely poor fit to regulate
discharges from mobile sources like
vessels. One of AWO’s highest
priorities for the 111th Congress is to
secure legislation establishing a more
suitable statutory framework for vessel
discharge regulation, and AWO is also
exploring further legal options in
conjunction with counsel and allied
trade associations. Member grassroots
efforts will be critical to success in this
challenging advocacy initiative.

If you have any questions about the
VGP in general, please contact Jennifer
Carpenter at (703) 841-9300, extension

260, or jcarpenter@vesselalliance.com,

or Mary McCarthy at (703) 841-9300,
extension 254, or
mmccarthy@vesselalliance.com.
Questions about the Illinois situation
should be directed to Lynn Muench at
(314) 446-6474 or

Imuench@vesselalliance.com;

questions about New Jersey should be
directed to Nicole deSibour at (703)
841-9300, extension 292, or
ndesibour@vesselalliance.com; and,
questions about California should be
directed to Jason Lewis at (206) 245-

5758 or jlewis@vesselalliance.com.g’

TSA Urges Workers to Remember TWIC PINs

Issues Guidance to Expedite TWIC Registration

The Transportation Security
Administration (TSA) has advised
that anyone who still needs to
activate a Transportation Worker
Identification Credential (TWIC)
make it a point to

mariner). The worker will be called
back to their local enrollment center
to pick up their new TWIC, return
their old one, and enter a new PIN.
TSA clarified that workers who
received their TWIC

remember the seven
digit personal
identification number
(PIN) they select at
the time of activation.
The reminder comes
in the midst of a

DERARTMEN
-

RBNSPORTAT;E o

after the October 21
power outage do not
need to request a new
card, but must still
report to a TWIC
enrollment center in
order to reset their

current surge in
nationwide TWIC
enrollment and coincides with
recent industry concerns about PIN
resets following the October 21,
2008 power outage. TSA reiterated
that neither TSA nor the U.S. Coast
Guard will be requiring PINs for
access to secure areas; however,
some facilities may elect to do so.

As reported in the December 5,
2008 issue of the AWO Letter,
mariners who activated their TWIC
prior to October 21 and who have
subsequently forgotten their PIN
will need to contact the TWIC Help
Desk and arrange to receive a
replacement card (TSA will issue
this card at no additional cost to the

PIN. Because a PIN
reset requires an
additional trip to an enrollment
center regardless of when the
mariner received his or her TWIC,
TSA has recommended that
individuals who have forgotten
their PIN fully utilize the ten tries
every cardholder is granted to enter
their correct PIN. The individual
will not be penalized for failure to
enter the correct PIN.

The Coast Guard and TSA have
confirmed that neither agency will
be requiring PIN numbers as an
additional means of identification
during TWIC compliance checks.
However, because facilities still
have discretion to require a PIN,

(continued on page 3)
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AWO Urges Prompt Action to Resolve Licensing Delays

On February 3, an AWO member delegation traveled to the
U.S. Coast Guard’s National Maritime Center (NMC) in
Martinsburg, WV, to meet with NMC Commanding Officer
CAPT David Stalfort and urge immediate action to resolve
the growing problem of delays in the medical review
process for mariner licensing. In some cases, the delays
have been so severe that mariners who have submitted
renewal applications months in advance of their license
expiration date have had to discontinue working because
their license expired while a medical review is still in
progress. This has been the case even for mariners with no
significant history of medical issues.

At the meeting, CAPT Stalfort assured AWO that resolving
this problem is a top priority that has the attention and
commitment of Coast Guard Commandant ADM Thad
Allen. CAPT Stalfort described recent steps that the NMC
has taken to reverse the current trend. These include:

1) Implementing enhanced risk-based screening
procedures to streamline the medical evaluation
process, and allowing credentials near their expiration
dates to have priority. These improvements have
allowed 2,225 credentials to be produced and mailed
over a period of three days;

TSA Urges Workers to
Remember TWIC PINs

(continued from page 2)

TSA encourages workers to confirm whether facilities
where they work are going to require PIN verification
at security checkpoints. Both agencies have been
conducting outreach to facilities to discourage PIN
requirements, but it is still uncertain how many
facilities across the country will choose to use the PIN
as an additional means of identification verification.

For those mariners who have not yet enrolled for their
TWIC, TSA has issued additional guidance for exped-
iting the registration and activation process. For a copy
of the guidance, click here. The TWIC Help Desk can
be reached at (866) 347-8942. If you have any add-
itional questions, please contact Jennifer Carpenter or
Brian Vahey at (703) 841-9300, extensions 260 and
251, respectively, or via email at
jcarpenter@vesselalliance.com and
bvahey@vesselalliance.com.g®

2) Utilizing Coast Guard active duty medical staff from
around the country to assist with screenings and
evaluations;

3) Increasing the Medical Evaluations Branch’s medical
staffing contract by 20 percent in order to provide
additional capacity;

4) Attempting to improve the credentialing database to
improve the efficiency and quality of the screening and
evaluation process; and,

5) Providing Regional Examination Centers (RECs) with
the new medical guidelines to avoid preventable delays.

During the meeting, CAPT Stalfort also agreed to take
additional steps to work with AWO to alleviate the medical
review problem, including:

1) Providing a sample waiver form that mariners can use
to grant permission for their employers to talk to the
NMC regarding the status of their medical reviews,
relieving mariners of the difficult burden of trying to
communicate with NMC when they are on board their
vessel for a long period of time. (For a copy of the
form, click here.)

2) Identifying the short list of medical problems that are
the most common causes of delays in review and
working with AWO to develop simple forms that
companies can use to show mariners and their doctors
the information that must be submitted to the NMC in
such cases; and,

3) Providing a point of contact for AWO members who have
mariners with expired or soon-to-be-expired licenses.

AWO staff and members present at the meeting included
AWO Senior Vice President - National Advocacy Jennifer
Carpenter; Jim Adams, American Commercial Lines; Alan
Bish, Reinauer Transportation Company; Dave Dewey,
Western Kentucky Navigation; Taylor DuChaine, Cenac
Towing Company; Roy Murphy and John Moyle, Kirby
Corporation; Jeff Parker, Allied Transportation Company;
and, Tom Smith, Canal Barge Company.

AWO will continue to work with the Coast Guard to solve
this very important problem. If you have any questions,
please contact Jennifer Carpenter or Benjamin Rogers at
(703) 841-9300, extensions 260 or 264, respectively, or via
email at jcarpenter@vesselalliance.com or

brogers@vesselalliance.com. ¢
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Industry, Corps and Coast Guard Convene

for Inland Navigation Technology Conference

On February 3-4, the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers, the U.S. Coast Guard,
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) and members
of the tugboat, towboat and barge
industry convened in Vicksburg, MS
for the Inland Navigation Technology
Conference 2009. The conference was
designed to highlight the impact of
digital technology on inland navigation
safety and efficiency and enable the
sharing of information among the
Corps, Coast Guard, NOAA and
industry. Members of the AWO
Technology Steering Group held a
session on the first day to discuss how
the Steering Group can play a
leadership role in key technology
initiatives moving forward.

Peter Stephaich of Campbell
Transportation Company, Chairman of
the Technology Steering Group,
discussed the formation of the Steering
Group by the AWO Board of Directors
in March 2008 in order to fill an
industry void in addressing technology
innovations to improve the safety and
efficiency of tugboat, towboat and
barge transportation, and also
emphasized the need for better
communication between the Corps,
Coast Guard, NOAA and industry on
technology-related initiatives.

The Automatic Identification System
(AIS), the subject of a Coast Guard
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
promulgated on December 16, 2008,
was discussed by Coast Guard
Commander Brian Tetreault. Under
the proposed rule, AIS carriage
requirements would be expanded to
vessels 26 feet or greater and over 600
horsepower and AIS would be
mandated for vessels operating outside
Vessel Traffic Service (VTS) zones.
The Coast Guard, which is seeking

comment on the proposed rule, plans
to implement a Nationwide AIS
system, which would provide
infrastructure to monitor AIS
information throughout U.S. coastal
and inland waterways. Comments on
the proposed rule are due April 15, and
the Coast Guard will be holding a
public meeting on March 5 at Coast
Guard headquarters.

The Army Corps of Engineers, which
hosted the event at its Engineer
Research and Development Center
(ERDC) in Vicksburg, discussed the
status of marine safety initiatives such
as eNavigation and Real Time Current
Velocity (RTCV) implementation.
Engineers made presentations on
infrastructure projects, such as current
efforts to develop a deformable
bullnose technology at locks to help
prevent barge accidents, as well as
plans for basic maintenance and repair
on waterway structures, some of which
are over 100 years old.

Representatives from industry provided
insight into the specific technology
needs of operators and best practices
that have enabled many companies to
harness available technologies in a
productive way. Bob Murgatroyd from
American Commercial Lines, a
member of AWQO’s Technology
Steering Group, used his discussion of
Activity Tracking and Transportation
Systems to emphasize “information
velocity” — the challenge of utilizing
more information while simultaneously
making operations quicker and more
efficient, a central theme of the
conference. Mark Stevens and Scott
Noble of Ingram Barge Company
discussed leveraging wheelhouse
technology, emphasizing the
importance of keeping navigation
equipment simple and practical. Even

with the advent of enhanced navigation
technology such as AIS and electronic
charts, industry representatives stressed
the importance of not distracting vessel
captains’ attention from the waterway.

Featured presenters included Helen
Brohl, Executive Secretary for the
interagency Committee on Maritime
Transportation System (CMTS), who
offered CMTS support to agencies and
industry to develop “a framework for
action,” including strategic thinking and
roundtable discussions. Raymond
Butler of the Gulf Intracoastal Canal
Association discussed industry
partnerships with the Corps and Coast
Guard during the 2008 hurricane
season. Through these partnerships,
early preparation and constant
communication, the Corps, Coast Guard
and industry were able to mitigate much
of the damage that might otherwise
have been caused by last year’s active
hurricane season. Mr. Butler presented
this experience as a case study for how
agencies and industry can work together
in the future.

The purpose of the Inland Navigation
Technology Conference was to develop
a framework for agency and industry
collaboration on technology issues
moving into the future. A report
summarizing this vision will be made
available shortly. For more
information about the conference, the
speakers or any of the technology
items discussed, contact Brian Vahey

at bvahey(@vesselalliance.com or call
(703) 841-9300, extension 251.89
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Coast Guard, EPA Provide Guidance on MARPOL Annex VI

Both the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and
the U.S. Coast Guard recently issued guidance on the
implementation of MARPOL Annex VI, the international
convention to prevent air pollution from ships, which went
into effect on January 8. Annex VI applies to all vessels in
U.S. waters, but different requirements apply based on a
vessel’s tonnage, construction date, engine and voyage
(domestic versus international). EPA has jurisdiction over
the regulation’s engine and fuel requirements, while the
Coast Guard has jurisdiction over verifying vessels’
compliance with these requirements, as well as those
pertaining to ozone depleting substances, shipboard
incineration and volatile organic compounds.

EPA - Engine International Air Pollution
Prevention (EIAPP) Certificate

Annex VI requires that all engines over 130 kilowatts (175
horsepower) installed on vessels built on or after January 1,
2000, must have an Engine International Air Pollution
Prevention (EIAPP) Certificate. This certificate verifies that
the engine meets Annex VI NOx limits, and it is issued by

MARAD Updates Launch
Barge Inventory

On February 2, the Maritime Administration
(MARAD) requested industry assistance in updating
its inventory of U.S.-flag launch barges in order to
meet the offshore petroleum production industry’s
demand for large petroleum production platform
installations. MARAD has requested that all
coastwise-qualified launch barge owners and other
potentially interested parties submit comments or
inventory updates to MARAD by March 4.

To read the MARAD announcement, please click
here. To learn more about MARAD’s U.S.-launch
barge inventory program, please click here.
Comments and updates should be submitted to: Joann
Spittle, Office of Cargo Preference and Domestic
Trade, Maritime Administration, MAR-730, 1200
New Jersey Avenue, SE., Washington, DC 20590. For
more information please contact Ms. Spittle by
telephone at (202) 366-5979 or via email at
Joann.Spittle@dot.gov. &0

the engine manufacturer to the engine buyer.

On January 30, EPA clarified several points that AWO and
its members had raised about the EIAPP, including:

B While some class societies have issued engine
certificates in the past, now that the convention has
taken effect, only EPA-issued EIAPPs (or Statements of
Compliance) will satisfy the Annex VI requirement;

B The EIAPP requirement is not based on vessel tonnage;

B [f an engine manufacturer has gone out of business, an
EIAPP can be obtained from EPA. For more
information, please contact Mr. Justin Greuel at
greuel. justin@epa.gov;

B Any change to an emissions-related engine parameter
should be recorded pursuant to Annex VI regulations;
and,

B EPA will be initiating a rulemaking to implement
Annex VI. The rule will clarify the following:

O EIAPP requirements if an engine is replaced on a
vessel after January 1, 2000,

QO Engine recordkeeping requirements for vessels on
domestic voyages,

O How to demonstrate compliance with Annex VI
fuel sulfur oxide (SOx) content regulations,

O How to ensure that fuel suppliers provide fuel
buyers with required bunker delivery notes, and

O How vessels traveling domestically will verify
compliance with bunker sample requirements.

Coast Guard — International Air Pollution
Prevention (IAPP) Certificate

On February 4, the Coast Guard published Policy Letter
09-01 to provide guidance to Sector Commanders and
Officers-in-Charge, Marine Inspection (OCMIs) for
verifying a vessel’s compliance with Annex VI. While all
vessels must comply with Annex VI, only vessels over 400
gross tons (ITC) on international voyages must obtain an
International Air Pollution Prevention (IAPP) certificate
from their OCMIs or Coast Guard-authorized class societies
to prove Annex VI compliance. Vessels above 400 gross
tons (ITC) engaging on international voyages and
constructed before January 8, 2009 must obtain an IAPP
during their first scheduled dry docking after that date, but
not later than January 8, 2012. Vessels constructed after

(continued on page 6)
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Coast Guard, EPA Provide Guidance on MARPOL Annex VI

(continued from page 5)

January 8, 2009 must have an IAPP
before they are placed into service.

IAPPs are good for five years, but
vessels must undergo two annual
surveys and one intermediate survey
during those five years. The Policy
Letter also outlines deficiencies that,
when found during an inspection, will
cause a vessel’s IAPP to be withheld,
or a CG-835 to be issued.

Uninspected vessels less than 400
gross tons on international voyages are

not required to have IAPPs; however,
the Coast Guard urges owners of such
vessels to obtain IAPPs in order to
demonstrate compliance when
traveling to foreign ports. Uninspected
vessels of any tonnage on domestic
voyages do not need to obtain
documentation demonstrating their
compliance with Annex VI, but must
be able to demonstrate compliance
with applicable portions of Annex VI
in the event of a Coast Guard
examination or boarding.

Senate Passes Stimulus Package

On February 9, the Senate approved an amended version of the House’s
economic stimulus package with the full support of all Senate Democrats
and the support of Republican Senators Susan Collins (ME), Olympia
Snowe (ME) and Arlen Specter (PA). With the Senate’s $838 billion
stimulus pack-age now approved, it has been sent to conference where its
technical diff-erences with the House’s $819 billion version of the bill will

be ironed out.

Specific to U.S. waterways, the Senate version of the stimulus package
allocates to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers $1.9 billion for operation
and maintenance; $2 billion for construction; $500 million for Mississippi
River and Tributaries related programs, projects or activities; $50 million
for flood control and coastal emergencies; and, $25 million for related

regulatory programs.

The House version of the stimulus package allocates the Corps $2.25
billion for operation and maintenance; $2 billion for construction; $250
million for Mississippi River and Tributaries related to programs, projects
or activities; and $25 million for related regulatory programs.

The House and Senate are mostly in agreement on transportation
infrastructure spending levels in both versions of the stimulus package;

however there is disagreement on how quickly states would be required to
spend their funds. Even so, there is broad bipartisan support that all
stimulus spending should be “shovel-ready.” The House version requires
states to secure contracts for at least half of the highway and bridge funds
within the first 90 days of receiving the package, while the Senate provides
180 days. There is also public speculation that the hotly debated “use it or
lose it” provision found in the House version of the bill is likely to be
dropped in conference negotiations with the Senate. @9

The Policy Letter provides checklists
for inspectors to use when verifying

Annex VI compliance, and outlines the

following elements of Annex VI with

which vessels must comply:

m Existing EPA engine emission
regulations for Category 1, 2, and
3 engines;

® EPA-issued EIAPPs from the
engine manufacturer, including:

O Technical files,

O Record book of engine
parameters, and

O Compliance with NOx limits.

B SOx limits and fuel oil quality
standards, including:

QO Bunker delivery notes,
QO Bunker fuel samples, and

O SOx Emission Control Area
(SECA) limits.

B Ozone depleting substances;
B Shipboard incineration; and,

B Volatile organic compounds.

The Coast Guard advises that
“elements that pertain to Annex VI
compliance should be included in a
vessel’s Safety Management System
(SMYS) in order to obtain an IAPP,” and
will provide further guidance for doing
so in a future Navigation and Vessel
Inspection Circular (NVIC).

To read Policy Letter 09-01, click here.
To read EPA’s answers to AWO
member questions, please click here.
For more information, please contact
Mary McCarthy or Brian Vahey at
(703) 841-9300, extensions 254 or 251,
respectively, or via email at
mmccarthy@vesselalliance.com or

bvahey@vesselalliance.com. ¢
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SAVE THE
DATE FOR THE
AWO SPRING
CONVENTION!

The AWO Spring Convention is
being held in Arlington, VA, at The
Ritz-Carlton, Pentagon City.
Meetings will begin on the
morning of Thursday,
April 2 and conclude
at noon on Friday,
April 3. New
Directors should
plan to attend the
“Barge-In” to be held
the day before the
Convention, on Wednesday, April 1
(see story, page 16). For more
information on the convention,
please contact Hermoine Wellman
at (703) 841-9300, extension 291,
or via email at
hwellman@vesselalliance.com.
Registration information will be
emailed to all members in the
near future.ge

2009 AWO SAFETY
CALENDAR ON
SALE!

AWO is still
accepting
orders for
the 2009
AWO Safety
Calendar,
which
features 13 beautiful, full-color
industry photos and highlights
“Safe Line Handling.” The
calendar can be viewed on the
AWO Web site by clicking here.
If you would like to order a
calendar, please click m,?’

CEMS Training Opportunities

The Crew Endurance Management System (CEMS) is a system for
managing risk factors in maritime work environments that can lead to
human error and performance slumps. The Coast Guard and AWO have
been working together to help companies implement the principles of
CEMS. In this space, AWO will publish details of CEMS training
opportunities around the country. For further information on CEMS
training opportunities, please contact Pik Kwan Rivera, U.S. Coast
Guard, at (202) 372-1354.9¢

DATE LOCATION CONTACT
. Jo Ann Salyers (Instructor)
March 5-6 Salyers Solutions, LLC (504) 236-4962
New Orleans, LA .
salyers_solutions@hughes.net
. Jo Ann Salyers (Instructor)
March 25-26  |>avers Solutions, LLG (504) 236-4962
Cincinnati, OH )
salyers_solutions@hughes.net
. Jo Ann Salyers (Instructor)
April 26-27 Salyers Solutions, LLC (504) 236-4962
Fairbanks, AK )
salyers_solutions@hughes.net
April 30- Salyers Solutions, LLC Jo Ann Salyers (Instructor)
(504) 236-4962
May 1 Seattle, WA .
salyers_solutions@hughes.net

Advertising Opportunities Important Now!

2009 AWO Letter Sponsorships Available!

In the current economic climate, advertising and marketing
become even more important to a company’s health. AWO is
currently accepting sponsorship applications for the 2009 AWO

Letter. Each great advertising opportunity costs $500, which =

includes a front-page “sponsorship block” featuring your
company’s name, location, logo, and Web site address. AWO

still has the following issues available:

B February 27
B March 13
B March 27
B April 10
B April 24
B May 8
B May 22

® June 5

B June 19
B July 3
| July 17
B July 31

B August 14
]

]

August 28

® QOctober 9

B Qctober 23

B November 6
B November 20
B December 4

B December 18

September 11

B September 25

Sponsorship forms can be found by visiting the AWO Web site, or by clicking
here. If you have any questions, please contact Susan Miller at (703) 841-

9300, extension 262, or via email at smiller@vesselalliance.com.%’
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Twenty Three Members Complete Responsible Carrier Program Audits

In a flurry of year end activity, 23 AWO member companies have completed
certification or recertification of their Responsible Carrier Program® (RCP)
audit. Congratulations to these companies on their successful participation in
the program! The RCP is the award-winning safety management program of
the tugboat, towboat and barge industry. Members are required to undergo a
certification audit by an AWO-certified third-party auditor within one year of
joining AWO and to undergo regular recertification audits to verify their
compliance with the RCP.

For these companies, this achievement is tangible proof of their commitment
to continued safety and environmental protection. AWO is proud of their
accomplishment. RCP member status can be viewed on the AWO Web site,
www.americanwaterways.com. For information on the RCP or the audit,

S " Thes Arrericen Wakereeys Operios

ng:‘ RESPONSIBLE
CARRIER
PROGRAM

“SAFETY

please contact Bob Clinton (703) 841-9300, extension 253, or via email at

bclinton@vesselalliance.com.?’

The following companies have achieved audited certification:

PAGES”

AccuTrans, Inc.
Kenner, LA

Audit date: 1/19/09
Reaudit due: 1/19/12

Alaska Marine
Lines, Inc.

Seattle, WA

Audit date: 11/13/08
Reaudit due: 11/13/11

American River
Transportation Co.
Decatur, IL

Audit date: 10/16/08
Reaudit due: 10/16/11

Bunge Towing, Inc.
Greenville, MS

Audit date: 8/27/08
Reaudit due: 8/27/11

C & J Marine
Services, Inc.
Berwick, LA

Audit date: 11/24/08
Reaudit due: 11/24/11

Cargill Marine and
Terminal, Inc.
Minneapolis, MN
Audit date: 12/23/08
Reaudit due: 12/23/11

Curtin Maritime
Corporation
Avalon, CA

Audit date: 6/24/08
Reaudit due: 6/24/12

Great Lakes Dredge &
Dock Company, LLC
Oakbrook, IL

Audit date: 11/15/08
Reaudit due: 11/15/11

Hunter Marine
Nashville, TN

Audit date: 12/16/08
Reaudit due: 12/16/11

Joseph C. Domino
Marrero, LA

Final Probation Audit date:

1/29/09
Full reaudit due: 1/29/10

Lafayette Workboat
Rentals

Broussard, LA

Audit date: 1/14/09
Reaudit due: 1/14/12

MAR-K Towing, Inc.
Panama City, FL
Audit date: 11/26/08
Reaudit due: 11/26/11

Magnolia Fleet, LLC
Destrehan, LA

Audit date: 1/1/09
Reaudit due: 1/1/12

Marine Centre/Upper
St. Rose Fleeting Co.
Destrehan, LA

Audit date: 12/26/08
Reaudit due: 12/26/11

Marine Fueling
Service, Inc.

Port Arthur, TX
Audit date: 12/3/08
Reaudit due: 12/3/11

MGI Trading, Inc.
The Woodlands, TX
Audit date: 12/23/08
Reaudit due: 12/23/11

Ohio Valley Marine
Service, Inc.
Henderson, KY

Audit date: 12/18/08
Reaudit due: 12/18/11

Osage Marine Services,
Inc.

St. Louis, MO

Audit date: 2/7/09
Reaudit due: 2/7/12

SCF Waxler
Marine, LLC
Memphis, TN

Audit date: 9/27/08
Reaudit due: 9/27/11

Settoon Towing, LLC
Houma, LA

Audit date: 11/26/08
Reaudit due: 11/26/2008

T & C Towing, Inc.
Elizabeth, NC

Audit date: 12/21/08
Reaudit due: 12/21/11

T & T Marine
Salvage, Inc.
Galveston, TX

Audit date: 12/17/08
Reaudit due: 12/17/11

Western Rivers Boat
Management Inc.
Paducah, KY

Audit date: 11/17/08
Reaudit due: 11/17/11
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REGIONAL REPORTS

Atlantic Reqgion

ATLANTIC REGION HOLDS ANNUAL MEETING

The AWO Atlantic Region held its meeting at the Sheraton
Tampa Riverwalk hotel in Tampa, FL on February 5. The
agenda was packed with the election of regional directors, a
review of the 2009 regional and national priorities and
presentations by the U.S. Coast Guard. Jeff Parker, Atlantic
Region Chairman, Allied Transportation, began his remarks
emphasizing the importance of AWO member participation
in reporting safety statistics, and urging the Atlantic Region
members to increase their participation to 100 percent. He
then focused the bulk of his remarks on the importance of
member engagement in AWO advocacy efforts, highlighting
the successes achieved on NPDES issues in New Jersey,
Illinois and California and the member engagement and
grassroots outreach in those efforts, and the importance of
the AWO PAC and political giving as tools to provide our
advocacy staff with the access to essential lawmakers.

Following his Chairman’s remarks, Mr. Parker introduced
the Atlantic Region Directors’ slate put forth by the
nominating committee comprised of Mr. Parker, Atlantic
Region Vice Chairman Buckley McAllister, McAllister

Special thanks to Atlantic Region meeting sponsors:

Sail with Experience

£ WQIS

Water Quality Insurance Syndicate

Dann Ocean
Towing, Inc.

RADM Robert S. Branham addresses the AWO Atlantic
Region Meeting attendees.

Towing; Rick Iuliucci, The Vane Brothers Company; and
Brendan MacGillivray, Seaboats, Inc. The committee
nominated Don Ivins, Express Marine; Bill Waterman, Penn
Maritime Inc.; Stephen Dann, Dann Ocean Towing, Inc.;
Ted Tregurtha, Moran Towing Corporation; and an alternate,
Bob Hughes, Hughes Bros.

AWO Chairman of the Board Merritt Lane then discussed
the challenges facing the industry and the need to be
vigilant in these trying times. The group then heard remarks
from RADM Robert S. (Steve) Branham, Commander, U.S.
Seventh Coast Guard District on the modernization and
restructuring of the Coast Guard, the results of Operation
Big Tow, and the strategy for transitioning toward
Subchapter M. CAPT Tim Close gave the Captain of the
Port report for Sector Tampa/St. Petersburg and Mr. Scott
Kuhaneck, Office of Vessel Activities, gave presentations on
the requirements for international voyages and the current
conceptualization of the Towing Vessel Inspection Bridging
Program.

The regional report was given by Atlantic Region Vice
President Nicole deSibour, while AWO President & CEO
Tom Allegretti gave a report on the 111th Congress, and
AWO Senior Vice President - National Advocacy Jennifer
Carpenter presented the 2009 National Priorities. Both the
Regional and National Priorities were accepted by the
Atlantic Region membership. For more information, please
contact Nicole deSibour at (703) 841-9300, extension 292,

or via email at ndesibour@vesselalliance.com.ge

CAPT Tim Close welcomes the Atlantic Region members to
Tampa and gives a report on Sector Tampa/St. Petersburg.
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REGIONAL REPORTS

Southern Region

Southern Region Holds Annual Meeting in New Orleans

As reported in the January 30 AWO Letter,
the AWO Southern Region Annual Meeting
was held on January 23 in New Orleans,
LA. These photos and captions depict some
of the highlights of the meeting.

To access the Southern Region’s 2009
Annual Regional Meeting presentations
and packets, please click here. Future
Southern Region meetings will be held on
July 23-24 in Houston, TX, and January
20-21, 2010 in New Orleans, LA, so please
mark your calendars! S

Special thanks to AWO’s Southern
Region meeting sponsors:
BUFFALO
MARINE SERVICE, INC.

Budwine & Associates, Inc.

CANAL@BARGE

(12’/1’4/‘(///)(/y /?J: years

\ O HARBOR TOWING
STAR FLEET

BLESSEY
Marine Services, Tne.

I
JANTRAN

Sail with Experience

IWQIS

TOP: On behalf of the AWO membership, AWO Chairman of the Board Merritt
Lane (I.) and Southern Region Chairman Roger Harris (r.) present a print to
thank RADM Joel Whitehead, Eighth Coast Guard District Commander in
appreciation for his leadership, which was instrumental in restoring the Coast
Guard-industry partnership in the Eighth District. RADM Whitehead retires this
June. BOTTOM LEFT: CAPT Rick Kaser, Chief of Prevention for the Atlantic
Area (which includes the Eighth and Ninth Districts) discusses the
implementation of the revived Voluntary Inspection Program. CAPT Kaser
last served as Commander, Sector Houston. BOTTOM RIGHT: Newly-
elected Congressman Joseph Quang Cao (R-LA) welcomed AWO members
to New Orleans. Rep. Cao is a member of the House Transportation and
Infrastructure Committee.
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REGIONAL REPORTS

Midcontinent Region

Mld-Amerlca RQSC Meets

On January 22, the Mid-America
Regional Quality Steering Committee
(RQSC) met following a joint Atlantic
and Mid-America RQSC meeting that
focused on the new Volunteer
Inspection Program and the “bridging”
inspection program. More information
on the joint meeting and the inspection
programs can be found in the January
30 AWO Letter.

The Mid-America RQSC, made up of
industry and U.S. Coast Guard
representatives, decided to roll out the
trial Casualty Quality Action Team’s
(QAT) database to identify causes of
allisions, collisions and groundings in
the Eighth Coast Guard District. A
trial run will be sent to all AWO
members this month to test the
casualty list developed by the QAT and
to test the security of the system to
protect the companies’ proprietary and
legal information. Members of the
Casualty QAT are John Patterson,
Ingram Barge Company; Emmett Neal,
Crounse Corporation; Dave Dewey,
Western Kentucky Navigation; and,

Chuck McAllister, American River
Transportation Co.

The group also approved a Training
QAT and a new charter to increase
Coast Guard and U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers involvement in the RQSC.
An Ohio River work group will
provide the Corps with a list of locks
whose drift management should be
incorporated into the Waterways
Action Plan (WAP). Another work
group will begin work on the new
Gulf Intracoastal Waterway annex in
March. The Corps briefed the group
on its new organization and how that
has impacted work on crew changes at
locks and other projects. The Corps
advised that they should have a list of
scheduled lock closures for all
Divisions by the Annual River
Industry Executive Task Force
meeting in early March.

Industry representatives for the
Mid-America RQSC are Jim Farley,
Kirby Inland Marine, LP; Fred
Nyhuis, Marathon Petroleum
Company LLC; John Patterson,

Ingram Barge Company; Tom Smith,
Canal Barge Company, Inc.; and, Tom
Tray, Bay-Houston Towing Co. The
lead Coast Guard members are CAPT
Tom Hooper, Chief, Western Rivers
Division, and CAPT Verne Gifford,
Chief, Prevention for the Eighth
District. The lead Corps members are
Mike Ensch, Chief, Operations, and
Mike Kidby, Senior Program Manager
for Inland Waterways. Mr. Ensch was
unable to attend. Also in attendance
were Chuck McAllister, American
River Transportation Co.; Cherrie
Felder, Channel Shipyard Company,
Inc.; Mario Munoz, American
Commercial Lines; and, Lynn M.
Muench, AWO staff. Mary McCarthy,
AWO, attended via conference call.

For more information, please contact
Lynn M. Muench at (314) 446-6476 or
via email at
Imuench@vesselalliance.com or Mary
McCarthy at (703) 841-9300, extension
254, or via email at

mmccarthy@vesselalliance.com.3‘
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REGIONAL REPORTS

Midcontinent Office

INLAND WATERWAYS NAVIGATIONAL

CONFERENCE TO BE HELD IN
EARLY MARCH

The 2009 Inland Waterways
Navigational Conference will be held
March 3-5 at the Marriott Nashville
Airport in Nashville, TN. The

conference focus, “Maintaining Focus in a Constrained Economy,” will be
hosted jointly by the U.S. Coast Guard, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
the towing industry, the passenger vessel industry, and various facilities

throughout the Inland Waterways.

Among the topics to be discussed are: the state of navigation, mariner
licensing, Operation Big Tow, the “bridging” inspection program, the Transpo-
rtation Worker Identification Credential program, and the Paducah Center for
Expertise. Special guest speakers include: Craig Philip, Ingram Barge
Company; AWO Chairman of the Board Merritt Lane, Canal Barge Company,
Inc.; Cornel Martin, President, Waterways Council, Inc.; CAPT David Stalfort,

Coast Guard; and, Michael Ensch, Army Corps of Engineers.

If you are interested in attending this conference, you can register by
clicking here. If you have any questions, please contact Lynn Muench at
(314) 446-6474 or Benjamin Rogers at (703) 841-9300, extension 264, or

Coast Guard
Establishes RNA on
the Chicago Sanitary
and Ship Canal

On February 9, the Coast Guard
published its establishment of a
regulated navigation
area (RNA) and safety
zone on the Chicago
Sanitary and Ship Canal
near Romeoville, IL. If
you would like to read
about the specific
location of the RNA
and its conditions,
please click here.

If you would like more information,
please contact Lynn Muench at (314)
446-6474 or Benjamin Rogers at
(703) 841-9300, extension 264, or via
email at Imuench@vesselalliance.com
or brogers@vesselalliance.com.$#

. . . . Py
via email at Imuench@vesselalliance.com or brogers@yvesselalliance.com.¢®

Pacific Region

Coast Guard to Establish Two RNAs in Oregon

On February 4, the Coast Guard announced the
establishment of two regulated navigation areas (RNAs) on
the Willamette River in the Portland, OR, Captain of the
Port (COTP) Zone. The RNAs will go into effect on
March 6.

The Coast Guard is creating these RNAs, the “Gasco” and
“McCormick & Baxter,” for the purposes of preserving the
integrity of the engineered pilot cap placed over a portion of
the Northwest Natural Gasco site, and over contaminated
sediments at the McCormick & Baxter Creosoting Company
Superfund Site, respectively. Both sites are part of
Environmental Protection Agency Superfund cleanup
actions.

To read more about the RNAs, including the specific
portions of the Portland COTP Zone that they encompass,
click here for the Federal Register notice of the Gasco

RNA, and here for the Federal Register notice of the
McCormick & Baxter RNA. If you have any questions,
please contact Jason Lewis at (206) 245-5758 or Benjamin
Rogers at (703) 841-9300, extension 264, or via email at

jlewis@vesselalliance.com or brogers@vesselalliance.comg’

If you receive a hard copy of the
AWO Letter and need to know
the exact Web addresses of the
hyperlinks in any articles,
please contact Mary McCarthy
at (703) 841-9300, extension

254, or via email at mmccarthy@vesselalliance.com.ge
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