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AGENCY ACTIONS

Important Dates 
and Reminders 

at a glance

For more information, please contact
Hermoine Wellman at (703) 841-9300,
extension 291, unless otherwise noted.

September 11: Pacific
Region Summer Meeting,
Salty’s on Alki, Seattle, WA

October 15-17: 2008 Fall
Convention, Fairmont
Olympic Hotel, Seattle, WA

January 22-23, 2009:
Southern Region Annual
Meeting, New Orleans, LA

January 28-29: Midwest &
Ohio Valley Regions Joint
Annual Meeting,
Pittsburgh, PA

February 4-5: Atlantic
Region Annual Meeting,
Tampa, FL

February 11-12: Pacific
Region Annual Meeting,
Seattle, WA

TWIC Rollout Intensifies as TSA, 
Coast Guard Continue Outreach Efforts 

May.  TSA clarified that owners and
operators of facilities within certain COTP
zones are required to comply with the
TWIC regulations before the April 15
deadline, but these deadlines do not apply
to mariners, who still have until April 15,
2009 to comply.

Industry also reported that facility personnel
at many ports are unclear as to what
information is contained on TWICs and
whether the cards will be able to interface
with current access control systems.
Stemming from this confusion, some ports
have tentatively decided to issue their own
separate cards in addition to the TWIC.
TSA emphasized that efforts are underway
to ensure that TWIC will work with most
facilities’ legacy access control systems.
While ports maintain the right to create their
own separate cards should they choose to do
so (and as long as the ports are also TWIC
compliant by the appropriate deadline), the
agency considers such action unnecessary.

The Coast Guard also reiterated its
intention to publish a notice of proposed
rulemaking (NPRM) on the subject of
electronic card readers.  However, the
Coast Guard stated that given the sheer
number of issues that need to be addressed
beforehand – and given the difficult task
of lining these issues up so they can be
dealt with in a systematic and efficient
way – the NPRM will not be published
until after the reader pilot program is
completed.  This is likely to delay
publication until after the new
administration takes office in January
2009, which the Coast Guard notes will
probably delay the NPRM longer still.

For more information, please contact
Jennifer Carpenter or Brian Vahey at 
(703) 841-9300, extensions 260 or 251,
respectively, or via email at
jcarpenter@vesselalliance.com or
bvahey@vesselalliance.com.

TWIC Enrollment
Update 
TWIC enrollment has begun/will
begin at the following ports:

August 25: Skagway, AK

August 28: Haines, AK

September 4: Port of Guam

For the complete up-to-date TWIC
Quarterly Deployment Plan, please
click here. 

(continued from page 2)

October 15-17, 2008

AWO Fall Convention

Fairmont Olympic Hotel

Seattle, WA

SAVE THE DATE!

mailto:jcarpenter@vesselalliance.com
mailto:bvahey@vesselalliance.com
http://www.tsa.gov/what_we_do/layers/twic/index.shtm
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AWO Supports Withdrawal of Tank Level/
Pressure Monitoring Devices Rule
The U.S. Coast Guard should proceed without delay to
withdraw its regulations requiring tank level or pressure
monitoring (TLPM) devices on single-hull tank ships and
tank barges, AWO told the agency in comments filed August
29.  AWO has been working since the early 1990s to
convince Congress and the Coast Guard that TLPM devices
are not technologically or economically feasible and should
not be required on tank vessels.  The current regulations, on
the books since 2002, were originally scheduled to take
effect in October 2007, but have repeatedly been suspended
based on Coast Guard concerns about their practicability.

In 2002, AWO organized a coalition of domestic and
international tank vessel owners and worked with the Coast
Guard, the Department of Transportation and the Office of
Management and Budget to secure Administration support
for a legislative change that would pave the way for the
Coast Guard to rescind the TLPM device regulations.  The
Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation Act of 2004
subsequently modified the original Oil Pollution Act of
1990 mandate and provided clear legal authority for the
Coast Guard to withdraw the regulations.  On June 30, the
Coast Guard published a notice of proposed rulemaking
stating its intention to withdraw the regulations.

In its comments, AWO expressed support for the Coast
Guard’s conclusion that TLPM device technology to meet
the standards set by the agency remains unavailable.  AWO
also noted that the rationale for the regulations has
continually diminished as the population of single-hulled
tank vessels has declined.  AWO estimates that the tank
barge fleet today is 86 percent double-hulled, with all
remaining single hulls to be retired from service by 2015.

AWO noted that the Coast Guard’s 2006 final report to
Congress on TLPM device technology concluded that “the
processes and costs associated with modifying and testing
[TLPM] devices and the low incentive for industry to do so
make their practical availability highly improbable.
Therefore, the cost effectiveness ratio for requiring this type
of equipment will continue to worsen.”  AWO also
emphasized that its member companies remain committed to
preventing oil spills by complying with current law and
regulation, abiding by the AWO Responsible Carrier
Program and working with the Coast Guard through the
Coast Guard-AWO Safety Partnership. AWO urged the
Coast Guard to act without delay to withdraw the TLPM
device regulations and close the docket on this rulemaking.

To read the Coast Guard’s June 30 proposal, click here. To
read AWO’s comments, please click here.

For more information, please contact Jennifer Carpenter or
Robert McCaw at (703) 841-9300, extensions 260 or 279,
respectively, or via email at jcarpenter@vesselalliance.com
or rmccaw@vesselalliance.com.

TSAC Meeting to Take 
Place September 17-18

On September 17 and 18, the Towing Safety Advisory
Committee (TSAC) will hold a meeting in Linthicum,
MD.  A main goal of the committee meeting is to
assist the Coast Guard in moving toward publication
of a notice of proposed rulemaking (NPRM) for a
new towing vessel
inspection system.  

To that end, the Coast
Guard and TSAC are
expecting a final report
from the Economic Analysis
Subgroup of the Towing
Vessel Inspection Working Group.  The subgroup was
established in April to assist the Coast Guard in
collecting economic figures and statistics needed to
support the agency’s economic impact assessment of
the proposed rules.  The subgroup, chaired by Tom
McWhorter of Florida Marine Transporters, held a
meeting in Houston, TX,  in early July and has been
working by email since that time to collect the
necessary data.  AWO members and staff are
participating actively in the subgroup.   

Two TSAC working groups will meet on September 17.
The Medical Navigation and Vessel Inspection
Circular (NVIC) Working Group will discuss a
mariner education and outreach campaign in
anticipation of the imminent release of the revised
medical NVIC, and the Licensing Implementation
Working Group will discuss needed revisions to
NVIC 04-01, on the Inspection of Towing Vessels. 

(continued on page 5)

http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2008/pdf/E8-14800.pdf
http://www.americanwaterways.com/press_room/news_releases/legislative_news/TLPM_Comments_82908.pdf
mailto:jcarpenter@vesselalliance.com
rmccaw@vesselalliance.com


On August 15, the U.S. Coast Guard announced that it was
seeking comments on its Programmatic Environmental
Assessment (PEA) for the proposed modernization of the
Coast Guard’s command structure, support systems and
business practices.  The modernization effort is intended to
make the Coast Guard more responsive to current
and emerging threats such as natural disasters and
maritime terrorist activities.  The PEA projects that
a full modernization process will take five years.
The comment period closes on September 15.

The Coast Guard has emphasized that the proposed
modernization process outlined in the PEA is the realization
of work that began in the 1980s, when operations were
divided up amongst a large number of local districts across
the country.  The Coast Guard believes modernization
would streamline the command and control structure,
facilitating the timely flow of information between all levels
of mission execution.  Modernization would also ensure
situational awareness for senior Coast Guard and
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) leadership while
reducing layers of bureaucracy.

Under the proposed modernization, the Atlantic and Pacific
Area Commands would be restructured into an operational
command (OPCOM) and force readiness command
(FORCECOM).  OPCOM would serve as a single point of

accountability for planning and executing Coast Guard
operations, and would reside at the existing Coast Guard
facilities in Portsmouth, VA.  FORCECOM would be
responsible for the current and future readiness of the Coast
Guard’s workforce and platforms and for ensuring that the

Coast Guard maintains the capabilities to execute
its missions.  FORCECOM would reside in
Alameda, CA.

In addition to the new OPCOM and
FORCECOM commands, Coast Guard

Headquarters would be reorganized to improve the way the
Coast Guard develops policy and manages resources and to
enable better alignment with the Department of Defense,
DHS, and other interagency partners.  Reorganization
efforts could also result in potential increases in billets in
some geographic locations.

The Coast Guard maintains that the proposed modernization
is not tantamount to downsizing, and that no mission,
including marine safety, is being eliminated as part of this
process.  However, in addition to the full modernization
alternative, the PEA also considers a partial modernization
alternative and a no-action alternative.  The partial
modernization plan would focus on operating from existing
locations rather than on collocating functional resources in a
single location.

For more information about the U.S. Coast Guard’s proposed
modernization efforts and how it could impact maritime
operations, click here or contact Brian Vahey at 
(703) 841-9300, extension 251, or via email at
bvahey@vesselalliance.com.  More information about the
NPRM, including how to submit comments by September 15,
can be found in the Federal Register by clicking here.
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TSAC Meeting to Take 
Place September 17-18

Other agenda items for the full TSAC meeting
September 18 include: an update on the Merchant
Mariner Credential rulemaking; an update on the
Transportation Worker Identification Credential
program; and an update on the Coast Guard
rulemaking concerning training and service
requirements for merchant marine officers.

For a copy of the notification that appeared in the
Federal Register and includes the specific meeting
times, please click here.  For more information, please
contact Jennifer Carpenter or Benjamin Rogers at
(703) 841-9300, extensions 260 or 264, respectively,
or via email at jcarpenter@vesselalliance.com or
brogers@vesslealliance.com.  

Coast Guard Seeks Comment on Proposed Modernization Plan

(continued from page 4)

Welcome, New Carrier Members!
Dufrene Boats, Inc.
1304 Peters Road
Harvey, LA 70058

Rep: Ms. Angela Koretzky, Office Administrator

Port City Tug, Inc.
560 Mart Street
Muskegon, MI 49440

Rep: Mr. Ed Hogan, Vice President

http://www.tsa.gov/what_we_do/layers/twic/index.shtm
mailto:bvahey@vesselalliance.com
http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20081800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2008/pdf/E8-18871.pdf
http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20081800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2008/pdf/E8-18868.pdf
mailto:jcarpenter@vesselalliance.com
brogers@vesselalliance.com
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On June 30 and August 5, the U.S. Coast Guard Regional
Examination Centers (RECs) in Miami, FL, and Houston,
TX, began transitioning to become field units of the
National Maritime Center (NMC) in Martinsburg, WV.
On September 8, the Boston, MA, REC is slated to follow
suit, making it the seventeenth and final center to begin
that process.  By the end
of 2008, all 17 RECs are
scheduled to transfer their
mariner licensing
evaluation and issuance
functions to the NMC.
Fourteen RECs have
already completed the
process.

The Coast Guard’s goal in
centralizing the license
evaluation and issuance functions is to improve customer
service for mariners and speed up license processing
times.  The RECs will continue to play an administrative
role, and staff members at these locations continue to be
available to help mariners ensure that their applications
are ready for evaluation.  For example, mariners will still
verify their identity, get fingerprinted and take required
examinations at the REC.  The NMC will conduct an
evaluation of a completed license application package
once it is received from the REC.  

The 14 RECs which have already transitioned are located
in the following cities: Anchorage, AK; Baltimore, MD;
Juneau, AK; New Orleans, LA; Toledo, OH; St. Louis,
MO; Memphis, TN; Los Angeles-Long Beach, CA;
Seattle, WA; San Francisco, CA; New York, NY; Portland,
OR; Charleston, SC; and, Honolulu, HI.  AWO is
collaborating with the Coast Guard and Congress in order
to make sure that the transitions run smoothly and that this
reorganization produces its intended outcomes.    

AWO members with questions about the transitions should
contact Benjamin Rogers at (703) 841-9300, extension
264, or via email at brogers@vesselalliance.com.  

Final Three RECs Begin 
Transition to National
Maritime Center On August 21, the U.S. Coast Guard announced that its

notice of proposed rulemaking (NPRM) on Vessel
Requirements for Notices of Arrival and Departure
(NOAD) and Automatic Identification System (AIS) is
currently under regulatory review at the Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs.  The Coast Guard
expects the review period will last 30-90 days and that the
rule will be published for
public comment in Fall
2008. The comment period
will then remain open for
120 days after publication
of the NPRM.

This rulemaking will
expand the applicability of
the NOAD regulations by
changing the minimum
size of vessels covered
below the current 300
gross tons, require that a notice of departure be submitted
for all vessels required to submit a notice of arrival, and
mandate electronic submission of NOAD notices to the
National Vessel Movement Center.  The AIS portion of the
rulemaking will expand current AIS carriage requirements
to all vessels identified in the Maritime Transportation
Security Act of 2002.

In January 2006, an AWO-led coalition of nine maritime
trade associations urged the Coast Guard not to bypass the
NPRM step in order to proceed directly to publication of
an interim final rule.  The Coast Guard has honored that
request with the forthcoming NPRM.  AWO has long
supported AIS as a navigational safety tool, but has
expressed concerns about the security value of AIS if the
Coast Guard lacks the infrastructure to effectively monitor
AIS signals and if some classes of vessels are not required
to carry AIS equipment.

AWO will notify members when the NPRM is published
in the Federal Register and will work with members of
the AWO Technology Steering Group and other interested
AWO members to develop comments on the proposal.

For more information about the proposed rule, click here
or contact Jennifer Carpenter at (703) 841-9300, extension
260, or via email at jcarpenter@vesselalliance.com.  

AIS NPRM Pending; 
Publication Expected This Fall

brogers@vesselalliance.com
mailto:jcarpenter@vesselalliance.com


Effective August 22, the U.S. Coast
Guard has begun enforcing the
requirement for nontank vessel owners
or operators to prepare and submit
plans for responding to a worst case oil
spill from their vessels, with a focus on
vessels over 1600 gross tons (GT).  

Non-tank vessel response plans were
originally mandated by the 2004 Coast
Guard and Maritime Transportation
Act.  The statute required owners of
self-propelled non-tank vessels over
400 GT to submit plans by August
2005.  The Coast Guard was unable to
issue regulations by that date,
however, and the agency published
Navigation and Vessel Inspection
Circular (NVIC) 01-05 to provide
interim direction to vessel owners.
Since August 2005, the Coast Guard
has issued interim operating
authorizations to vessel owners who
submit plans in accordance with
NVIC 01-05.  These interim
authorizations are valid for two years
and can be reissued.  

The Coast Guard also published a
notice in 2005 stating that it would
not enforce the non-tank vessel
response plan requirements until final
regulations are in place.  Driven in
part by the 2007 Cosco Busan oil
spill, the Coast Guard has now
changed that policy and issued a
directive to field units requiring them
to begin enforcing the requirements
for vessels over 1600 GT.  The Coast
Guard will not enforce the
requirements for smaller vessels,
deeming them less of a threat because
of the smaller quantities of fuel that
they carry and the light weight or
distillate fuel oil that they generally
use.  Non-tank vessels over 400 GT
are, however, still required by law to
submit response plans.

As reported in the July 7 edition of the
AWO Letter, the Coast Guard
published a notice announcing the new
enforcement policy on June 23.  To
read this notice, please click here.  For
guidance on how to prepare a nontank
vessel response plan, click here.  For

more information, please contact
Jennifer Carpenter or Benjamin Rogers
at (703) 841-9300, extensions 260 or
264, respectively, or via email at
jcarpenter@vesselalliance.com or
brogers@vesslealliance.com.  
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COAST GUARD TO BEGIN ENFORCING NON-TANK VESSEL
RESPONSE PLAN REQUIREMENTS FOR LARGE VESSELS

On August 15, the Coast Guard released its final report, “Investigation into
the Circumstances Surrounding the Sinking Of the Tug Valour 40 Miles Off
the Coast of Wilmington, North Carolina, on January 18, 2006, with
Multiple Loss of Life,” closing its investigation into the tragic sinking. The
report includes recommendations for altering towing industry safety
regulations regarding strict adherence to vessel stability requirements and
the use of immersion suits in cold water operations.  

The report’s analysis concludes that the incident occurred as a result of the
Valour’s 1998 stability letter not having all required tank restrictions, the
captain and crew possessing an incorrect understanding and implementation
of the ship’s current stability letter which led to a “significant port list
brought on by the filling of the #18 port ballast tank and subsequent
unanticipated hydrostatic balancing of the #4 and #5 fuel tanks and the
washwater tanks,” harsh weather conditions, and a lack of immersion suits
which may have prevented the onset of hypothermia for crew members
exposed to open water.  

In response, the Coast Guard pledged to implement the following safety
recommendations: publishing a safety action alert concerning adherence to
stability requirements by towing vessel operators; issuing an advisory to all
Coast Guard sectors; establishing future safety regulations for the towing
industry requiring immersion suits in cold water operations; considering the
facts of this report in the development of its pending regulatory proposal on
towing vessel inspection, adding loading issues to the agenda of its next
quarterly meeting with the American Bureau of Shipping; and, forwarding a
copy of the report to AWO and the Towing Safety Advisory Committee for
review and action if deemed appropriate. To view the Coast Guard’s final
investigational report on the Valour, click here.

For more information, please contact Jennifer Carpenter or Robert McCaw
at (703) 841-9300, extensions 260 or 279, respectively, or via email at
jcarpenter@vesselalliance.com or rmccaw@vesselalliance.com.

Coast Guard Issues Final Report,
Recommendations in Valour Sinking

mailto:jcarpenter@vesselalliance.com
http://www.uscg.mil/hq/cg5/nvic/pdf/2005/NVIC%2001-05.pdf
mailto:brogers@vesselalliance.com
http://www.hklaw.com/content/maritime/mardocs/Tug_Valour_080815.pdf
mailto:jcarpenter@vesselalliance.com
mailto:rmccaw@vesselalliance.com
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On August 25, the U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) announced its proposal to scale
back the suggested 30-nautical-mile protected zones for
endangered right whales to 20 nautical miles.  The proposed
“buffer” zones would be located off of East Coast ports, and
would require vessels to slow to 10 nautical miles per hour
when whales are migrating through them.  NOAA had
previously worked closely with certain industry
representatives to conduct a scientific study to determine
the speed at which collisions become fatal to the whales.
The study concluded that any speed above 12 knots is likely
to kill a right whale, but NOAA later decreased that number
to 10 knots in proposed regulations.

NOAA’s revised proposal to scale back protected zones is
intended to provide relief for vessel operators who argue
that the restrictions result in increased engine emissions and
also cost time and money. However, the World Shipping
Council (WSC), which has led the opposition to the creation
of protective zones on the basis of their impact on marine
commerce, maintains that NOAA’s 10-knot speed limit has
been imposed arbitrarily and without clear scientific merit.
AWO continues to support the WSC in its desire to see any
such rulemaking supported by empirical scientific evidence.

Details of NOAA’s complete proposal can be found in the
Agency’s 850-page Final Environmental Impact Statement
(FEIS).  Comments on the FEIS are due September 29.
AWO will be reaching out to members to determine the
effect of the proposed regulations on industry.  For more
information on NOAA’s proposal, click here or contact
Chris Coakley at (703) 841-9300, extension 297, or via
email at ccoakley@vesselalliance.com. 

On September 23-24, the Merchant Marine Personnel
Advisory Committee (MERPAC) will meet in Nashville,
TN, to discuss a range of issues relating to the training,
qualifications and fitness of merchant marine personnel.
The meetings will be open to the public. 

On September 23, MERPAC will
discuss the crediting of military
sea service toward Standards of
Training, Certification, and
Watchkeeping (STCW)
certifications; stakeholder communications during the
restructuring and centralization of the Coast Guard’s mariner
licensing and documentation program, and recommendations
on areas in the STCW Convention and the STCW Code
identified for comprehensive review.  

On September 24, MERPAC will review reports and
recommendations from its working groups; hold a meeting
of its Standing Committee on Prevention Through People;
and listen to briefings concerning ongoing projects of
interest to MERPAC.

The meeting will be held from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m on
September 23-24 at the Innovation Center at Vanderbilt
University Center for Better Health, 3401 West End
Avenue, Suite 100, Nashville, TN.  Written material and
requests to make oral presentations to be considered by the
committee should be sent by September 10 to: CAPT
Michael Blair, Designated Federal Officer (DFO) of
MERPAC, Commandant (CG-5221), U.S. Coast Guard,
2100 Second St., SW, Washington, DC 20593-0001.  To
read the official announcement, click here.  For more
information, please contact Jennifer Carpenter or Robert
McCaw at (703) 841-9300, extensions 260 or 279,
respectively, or via email at jcarpenter@vesselalliance.com
or rmccaw@vesselalliance.com.

NOAA Proposes Scaling
Back Protected Zones for
Endangered Right Whales

On September 17-18, the Marine Transportation
System National Advisory Council (MTSNAC) will
meet in Arlington, VA. The meeting is being held to
address a revised Intermodal Report and an expanded
Marine Transportation System (MTS) program that
provides education on the economic benefits of MTS
and the nation’s ports. In addition, there will be a half-

hour public comment period.  To read the meeting
notice, please click here.  For more information about
the meeting or to request an opportunity to speak
during the public comment period, please contact
Richard J. Lolich at (202) 366-0704 or via email at
richard.lolich@dot.gov. 

MTS National Advisory Council to Meet September 17-18

MERPAC to Meet September 23-24



Boyd Hollingsworth, who has served
as AWO’s Vice President - Legislative
Affairs for nearly a decade, will be
leaving AWO September 19 to seek a
position with the federal government
and complete his career in public
service, AWO President & CEO Tom
Allegretti announced in a
memorandum to AWO members
August 26.  “Boyd has been a valued
member of the AWO senior staff for
nearly ten years,” Mr. Allegretti said.
“We will miss his wise counsel, his
extensive knowledge of congressional
procedure, his loyal service to AWO
members, and his unfailing good
humor as a colleague. We wish Boyd
much success and personal fulfillment
in this next chapter of his career.”

Succeeding Mr. Hollingsworth as Vice
President - Legislative Affairs will be
Chris Coakley, who has served for the

past three years as AWO’s Vice
President - Atlantic Region.  During
that time, Mr. Coakley, a former staffer
to former House Majority Leader Dick
Gephardt (D-MO), has
earned a reputation
with AWO members in
the region for effective
advocacy, tenacity and
creativity, Mr.
Allegretti said.  
“We are confident that Chris will bring
these skills to bear as he takes on the
new challenge of prosecuting AWO’s
national advocacy agenda with
Congress.”  Over the next four weeks,
Mr. Coakley will work closely with
Mr. Hollingsworth and AWO Senior
Vice President - National Advocacy
Jennifer Carpenter to ensure an
effective transition in AWO’s
legislative portfolio.

Mr. Coakley’s replacement as Vice
President - Atlantic Region will be
Nicole de Sibour, whose selection was
endorsed by AWO member leaders

from the Atlantic
Region on August 20.
Ms. de Sibour, who
has been working for
AWO as a part-time
advocacy consultant
since April, has a

strong background in federal and state
advocacy and political affairs.  She
formerly served as Director - Political
and Government Affairs for the Wine
and Spirits Wholesalers Association and
as Vice President - External Relations at
Bogart Associates, a political consulting
firm.  Ms. de Sibour will join AWO 
as a full-time staff member on
September 15.

“I ask all AWO members to join me in
extending our deep thanks and warm
wishes to Boyd and our
congratulations and good wishes to
Chris and Nicole as they assume their
new positions at AWO,” Mr. Allegretti
wrote in announcing the pending AWO
senior staff changes. 
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CHEMICAL TRANSPORTATION
ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO
MEET IN SEPTEMBER
The Chemical Transportation Advisory Committee (CTAC), along with its
subcommittees and working groups, has three upcoming meetings
scheduled in Texas.  The subcommittees and working groups will be
holding their meetings in Deer Park from September 9-10.  The full CTAC
will be holding its meeting in League City on September 11.  

This series of meetings is sponsored by the U.S. Coast Guard and is open
to the public.  The CTAC working groups will discuss a variety of topics
including barge emissions and hazard communication, and the International
Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships (MARPOL) Annex.

CTAC was created to provide advice and consultation to the Coast Guard’s
Marine Safety and Environmental Protection Directorate with respect to the
water transportation of hazardous materials in bulk.  CTAC assists the Coast
Guard in its efforts to ensure the safe marine transportation of these cargoes.
For more information about the specific dates and times for CTAC’s
meetings, please click here.   

AWO Advocacy Staff Changes Pending

If you receive a hard copy of
the AWO Letter and need to
know the exact Web
addresses of the hyperlinks
in any articles, please
contact Mary McCarthy at
(703) 841-9300, extension
254, or via email at
mmccarthy@vesselalliance.com. 
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On September 16, the House Subcommittee on
Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation, chaired
by Congressman Elijah Cummings (D-MD), will
hold an oversight hearing on the July Mel Oliver
collision and oil spill which occurred in the
Mississippi River near New Orleans.  AWO
President & CEO Tom Allegretti will testify at the
hearing, which will also examine inland towing
vessel safety, including safety precautions taken by
the industry to prevent such incidents from
occurring, the current state of safety on the inland
waterway system and how it can be improved,
manning and hours of service on towing vessels and
the towing vessel inspection rulemaking. 

Also scheduled to testify before the subcommittee
are the U.S. Coast Guard and American Commercial
Lines.  Other witnesses are expected to testify but
have not yet been confirmed.

The hearing will be held at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday,
September 16, in Room 2167 of the Rayburn House
Office Building. To watch the hearing online, click here.

For more information, please contact Jennifer
Carpenter or Robert McCaw at (703) 841-9300,
extensions 260 or 279, respectively, or via email at
jcarpenter@vesselalliance.com or
rmccaw@vesselalliance.com.

AWO to Testify on Oil
Spill, Industry Safety AWO Letter

Sponsorships are still available for 2008
issues of the AWO Letter!  Sponsorship
earns you a large, full-color ad on the front
page of the Letter, a bimonthly newsletter
that is recognized by policymakers,
regulators and media outlets as the authority
on the issues and positions of the tugboat, towboat and barge
industry.  The AWO Letter is sent to over 1,000 key people,
including all AWO members as well as members of Congress
and the press. 

If you are interested in this highly-visible advertising
opportunity, please fill out the sponsorship form found here
and mail it to Susan Miller at the address below with a
check for $500 made out to AWO.  The list of available
sponsorship dates can be found on the form. You are
welcome to sponsor more than one AWO Letter.    

The American Waterways Operators
Attn:  Susan Miller
801 North Quincy Street, Suite 200
Arlington, VA 22203 

AWO Safety Calendar

There is only one sponsorship
opportunity still available for the 2009
edition of the AWO Safety Calendar!
Each sponsor’s information and logo is prominently placed in
full color on a page of the calendar.  This is a great way to
promote your company’s commitment to safety to AWO
members and customers, as well as to legislators, regulators
and the media. Additionally, each sponsor will receive six free
calendars.  The cost to be a sponsor is $500.  Upon receipt of
the sponsorship form, we will invoice your company.

Please note that the calendar photos are chosen through
the AWO Safety Calendar Photo Contest.  Therefore, it is
very difficult for us to match photos of certain vessels to
certain sponsors, but we will make every effort to
accommodate sponsors’ requests in this regard if they are
made known to us on the sponsorship application.  Thank
you for your understanding.

Fill out the sponsor form found here and fax it to Susan Miller
at (703) 841-0389 before this opportunity is lost! For more
information on sponsoring the AWO Letter or the Safety
Calendar, please don’t hesitate to contact Susan at via email at
smiller@vesselalliance.com or (703) 841-9300, extension 262.  

LEGISLATIVE NEWS/ASSOCIATION NEWS

AWO Safety Committee chairpersons Gail Johnson and
Stan Knight are happy to announce that minutes of all
current and future AWO Coastal and Interregion Safety
Committee meetings will be posted on the AWO Web site
and can be accessed by clicking here.  

In addition to the minutes, copies of presentations and a list
of attendees at each meeting are also included.  The Safety
Committees hope that AWO members and others interested
in safety will access this information and use it to assist
them in their safety efforts.  If you have any questions,
please contact Bob Clinton at (703) 841-9300, extension
253, or via email at bclinton@vesselalliance.com.

Safety Committee Minutes,
Presentations Now on the Web

Sponsorship Opportunities Available!
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Fifteen more AWO member companies
have certified or recertified their
commitment to the Responsible Carrier
Program® (RCP). Congratulations to
these companies on their successful
participation in the program!  The RCP
is the award-winning safety
management program of the tugboat,
towboat and barge industry.  Members
are required to undergo a certification
audit by an AWO-certified third-party
auditor within one year of joining AWO
and to recertify every three years to
verify their compliance with the RCP.

For these companies, this achievement
is tangible proof of their commitment
to improved safety and environmental
protection, and is concrete evidence of
their dedication to the continuous
journey toward this goal.  AWO is
proud of their accomplishment.  For

information on the RCP or the audit,
please contact Bob Clinton at (703)

841-9300, extension 253, or via email
at bclinton@vesselalliance.com.

Fifteen More Members Certify RCP Compliance

Delta Western, Inc.
Seattle, WA

2-W Towing, Inc.
Houma, LA

Baton Rouge Harbor Service, Inc.
Groves, TX

Luhr Bros., Inc.
Cape Girardeau, MO

SGS Petroleum Service
Corporation
Baton Rouge, LA

Columbia Marine Service, LLC
Columbia, IL

DeLoach Marine Services
Port Allen, LA

JANTRAN, Inc.
Rosedale, MS

Terral River Service, Inc.
Lake Providence, LA

Cheryl K., Inc.
Sugar Land, TX

McConnell Marine Service, Inc.
Mobile, AL

Blessey Marine Services, Inc.
Harahan, LA

Horace Savoie Towing, Inc.
Lockport, LA

Martin Midstream Partners, LP
LaPorte, TX

Tidewater Barge Line
Vancouver, WA

The following companies have recently achieved audited recertification:

The AWO Interregion and Coastal
Safety Committees will hold their ninth
annual joint meeting in New Orleans,
LA on January 21-22, 2009.
Committees will meet in a joint session
to address safety issues common to both
operating sectors and have the
opportunity to hear reports on regulatory
and legislative issues from senior AWO
staff.  The meeting will also provide
time for the safety subcommittees to
work on their ongoing projects including
Lesson Plans, Falls Overboard, Crew
Alertness and Firefighting in the coastal
sector.  Time will also be scheduled for
committees to split into their operating
sectors and address challenges unique to
their individual operating environments.  

Members of both committees appreciate
the opportunity this unique gathering
of towing vessel safety officers
affords them in sharing information
and reaffirming safety committee
priorities.  In addition, this meeting
will be the first to provide members
with the opportunity to conveniently
extend their stay and attend the
Southern Region meeting which will
be held in the same hotel following
the Joint Safety Committee meeting.
It is hoped that this meeting will
promote the vertical alignment of Safety
Committee work into the overall work
of the association. 

Please watch upcoming issues of the
AWO Letter for meeting schedules and

hotel details.  For further information
on the safety committees, please
contact Bob Clinton at (703) 841-9300,
extension 253, or via email at
bclinton@vesselalliance.com.

“Safety
Pages”

AWO Safety Committees Schedule Joint Meeting
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Registration has begun for the the AWO Pacific Region Summer
Meeting.  As reported over the last few months, the Pacific Region
Summer Meeting has been scheduled for
September 11 from 8:00 a.m. to noon with
registration starting at 7:30 a.m.  The meeting
will be held at Salty’s on Alki Restaurant, 1936
Harbor Avenue S.W., Seattle, WA.  The guest
speakers include CAPT Sue Englebert, incoming
commander, sector Seattle, the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers (who will discuss the Seattle
seawall) and the Pacific Northwest Waterways
Association.  There will also be discussion of
issues that are critical to both the regional and national tugboat, towboat
and barge industry.  To register, please click here.  For more information,
please contact Jason Lewis at (206) 245-5758, or via email at
jlewis@vesselalliance.com. 

The Crew Endurance Management System (CEMS) is a system for
managing risk factors in maritime work environments that can lead to
human error and performance slumps. The Coast Guard and AWO
have been working together to help companies implement the
principles of CEMS.  In this space, AWO will publish details of
CEMS training opportunities around the country. For further
information on CEMS training opportunities, please contact LCDR
Vivianne Louie, U.S. Coast Guard, at (202) 372-1358.

CEMS Training Opportunities

DATE LOCATION CONTACT

August 27-28 Salyers Solutions, LLC
Lake Charles, LA

Jo Ann Salyers (Instructor)
(504) 236-4962
salyers_solutions@hughes.net

September 3-4 Salyers Solutions, LLC
Seattle, WA

Ron Robbins (Contact)
(270) 441-1635
ron.robbins@ingrambarge.com

September 10-11 Salyers Solutions, LLC
Anchorage, AK

Jo Ann Salyers (Instructor)
(504) 236-4962
salyers_solutions@hughes.net

* Contact for CEMS Awareness and coaches training to be held at your location.

REGISTER NOW FOR THE PACIFIC
REGION SUMMER MEETING!

Last week, as Tropical
Storm Fay was
preparing to land on
the coast of Florida,
the U.S. Coast Guard
and AWO
implemented this
season’s first test of
hurricane coordination
plans designed to increase
port-level communication and cooperation
between the towing industry and the Coast
Guard during the approach, arrival and
recovery from a hurricane.  AWO members
in each of the 15 Atlantic Region ports
volunteered during the pre-hurricane season
to be AWO Hurricane Contacts.  These
volunteers are responsible for attending
Coast Guard hurricane meetings,
coordinating with the Coast Guard and
distributing hurricane information to AWO
and its members.  During Tropical Storm
Fay, communication procedures ensured
that all Atlantic Region members were sent
important information regarding port
conditions to assist operators in making
informed and safe decisions during the
approach of Tropical Storm Fay.  

AWO thanks its members who volunteered to
be Hurricane Contacts. If you did not receive
communication from AWO during the
approach of Tropical Storm Fay or you have
other questions, please contact Chris Coakley
or Nicole de Sibour at (703) 841-9300,
extensions 297 or 292, respectively, or via
email at ccoakley@vesselalliance.com or
ndesibour@vesselalliance.com. 

Atlantic Region

Pacific Region

Coast Guard and AWO
Coordinate to Increase
Safety During Tropical
Storm Fay
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AWO Atlantic Region members met on
August 21 at the Seamen’s Church
Institute in New York City for a
summer meeting to discuss regional
policy issues affecting member
operations and hear reports on
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) engine emissions regulations, the
First Coast Guard District, U.S. Coast
Guard Sector New York, and the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) proposed
changes to the raster charts.  

To open the meeting, AWO Atlantic
Region Chairman Jeff Parker provided
a brief report on Atlantic Region issues
including state advocacy, partnerships
with regulators and the grassroots
program.  Mr. Parker summarized the
heightened need for members to engage
state regulators in Massachusetts and
New York on Buzzards Bay legislation
and the petroleum business tax
exemption, respectively.  Promoting
good industry/agency relations and
protecting AWO from bad laws and
regulations are reasons that Mr. Parker
encouraged members to participate in
any of the regional working groups that
meet regularly, including: the bi-annual
Cape Cod Canal Stakeholders meetings
(which includes AWO, the Coast Guard
and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
and will be held next in October); the
Atlantic Regional Quality Steering
Committee (RQSC) and its
subcommittees, which meets before
and after every hurricane season; and,
EPA’s voluntary diesel engine
emissions reduction programs hosted in
both the Northeast and Mid Atlantic
regions.  Mr. Parker closed his report
by highlighting the need to build
legislative champions from industry
allies at the national and local level.  

An impressive slate of guest speakers
provided briefings and fielded
questions on a variety of topics.
AWO’s national Vice Chairman, Tim
Casey, CEO and President
of K-Sea Transportation
Corporation, echoed his
support for the new,
offensive approach to
industry challenges laid
out by AWO Chairman Merritt Lane
during the AWO Spring Convention.
Coast Guard Sector New York Deputy
Commander CAPT John Healey
discussed the shared importance of the
Coast Guard-AWO Safety Partnership
and how the partnership would be of
value as the Coast Guard promulgates
towing vessel inspection.  First Coast
Guard District Chief of Waterways
Management CAPT Liam Slein
provided the membership with general
information on the new Massachusetts
legislation for state pilots and rescue
tugs in Buzzards Bay.  LT Matt
Wingate from the Office of Coast
Survey at NOAA invited member input
to the proposed raster chart changes
before NOAA proposes the NPRM.
Members are encouraged to review the
NOAA presentation on the AWO Web
site and send any feedback to LT
Wingate.  Senior Project Manager from
MJ Bradley & Associates, Tom Balon
gave a well-received, articulate and
straightforward presentation on the
complex policy issue of engine re-
powering under the EPA regulations
for air emissions.  Any members
planning to make business decisions
related to engines should click here to
review this comprehensive
presentation. To view EPA’s Marine
Rule Standards, click here.     

During the member business section of
the meeting, Chris Coakley, Atlantic

Region Vice President, provided the
Atlantic Region Report, which can be
viewed by clicking here.  Mr. Coakley
sought member feedback on a number

of issues, including the
assessment of AWO
operations in Mount Hope
Bay and Vineyard Sound
and feedback related to
Massachusetts litigation

strategy in light of the new law passed
in the commonwealth. Atlantic Region
members also approved a new, more
aggressive strategy of outreach to state
government agencies to ensure that no
discharge area designations incorporate
AWO member concerns before state
petitions are filed with the EPA.
Nicole di Sibour, AWO Advocacy
Consultant, provided a comprehensive
presentation on the AWO PAC and
how the PAC stacks up to the marine,
truck and rail industries.  This brief but
eye-opening presentation can be
viewed here.  AWO President & CEO
Tom Allegretti, addressed how changes
to AWO’s structure (without increasing
costs or adding staff) has allowed the
association to become more nimble,
competent and capable of facing the
critical issues and challenges facing
our industry today and in the future.
Lynn Muench, Senior Vice President -
Regional Advocacy, put a finer point
on the reorganization of AWO staff and
association procedures by outlining the
new AWO personnel and advocacy
structure.  For more details on the
Atlantic Region Meeting, please
contact Chris Coakley or Nicole de
Sibour at (703) 841-9300, extensions
297 or 292, respectively, or via email
at ccoakley@vesselalliance.com or
ndesibour@vesselalliance.com.

Atlantic Region Addresses Operations in Massachusetts
and Engine Re-Powering at Summer Meeting

Atlantic Region



The Midwest and Ohio Valley Regions
met for a joint summer regional meeting
on August 14 in Chicago, IL.  The
meeting was preceded by a Sector Lake
Michigan luncheon, a mini industry-
only Regional Quality Steering
Committee (RQSC) meeting, a fish
barrier discussion with the new U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers - Chicago
District Commander and a reception.  

The meeting included presentations by
Midwest Region Chairman George
Leavell, Wepfer Marine, and Ohio
Valley Region Chairman Ted Waxler,
Waxler Marine, on issues facing AWO
and association business.  AWO
Chairman of the Board Merritt Lane,
Canal Barge Company, Inc., outlined his
vision for AWO during his year-long
tenure.  RADM Whitehead and RDML
Peter Neffenger, U.S. Coast Guard
Eighth and Ninth District Commanders,
respectively, discussed activities within
each of their Areas of Responsibilities.
The commanders recommitted to
improved consistency across district
lines.  Government partners also making
brief presentations included COL

Vincent Quarles, Chicago District
Commander; CAPT Bruce Jones, Coast
Guard Sector Lake Michigan; CDR Dan
Norton, Coast Guard Sector Lower
Mississippi; CDR Drew Tucci, Coast
Guard Sector Ohio Valley; Kenn
Shoemaker, Corps Rock Island District;
and, Bill Chapman, Corps Great Lakes
and River Division.  Larry Daily, Alter
Barge Line, Inc., gave the National
Waterways Foundation presentation on
the importance of the towing industry to
the nation and asked fellow AWO
members to use the presentation to
influence public perception of the
industry.  AWO President & CEO Tom
Allegretti provided an update on the
AWO reorganization.   Lynn Muench,
Senior Vice President - Regional
Advocacy, updated the membership on
achievements and challenges of the
regional priorities set by the
membership in January.  During the
business session, AWO senior advocacy
staff Jennifer Carpenter, Boyd
Hollingsworth, and and Nicole de
Sibour joined the meeting via
conference call for an open question and

answer period.  The 60-minute session
addressed questions concerning the
Environmental Protection Agency’s
National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) vessel
discharge permit program, towing vessel
inspection, the forthcoming Medical
NVIC, the Transportation Worker
Identification Credential (TWIC), the
Corps’ flood plans that may impact
navigation and the presidential election.  

AWO thanks the many generous
sponsors of the joint meeting.  Sponsors
of the reception included AEP River
Operations, American Commercial
Lines, American River Transportation
Co. and Ingram Barge Company.  The
bountiful breakfast was sponsored by JB
Marine Service, Inc. and Marquette
Transportation Company, LLC and the
meeting sponsors were GE Capital
Solutions and Illinois Marine Towing.  

The meeting was followed by a
Midwest and Ohio Valley Regions’
board member luncheon.  The board
members discussed the recent Executive
Committee meeting outcomes, the New
Orleans oil spill and tactics to hit the 50
percent board-approved participation
goal in the AWO PAC.

Don’t forget to mark you calendar for
future Midwest and Ohio Valley
Regions joint meetings on January 28-
29, 2009, in Pittsburgh, PA, and August
19-20 in St. Louis, MO.  

All PowerPoint presentations and
packets are available in the Members
Only section of the AWO Web site.  For
more information, please contact Lynn
Muench at (314) 446-6474 or
lmuench@vesselalliance.com.  If you
need to reconfirm your password for the
Members’ Only section of the AWO
Web site, please contact Jayson Larner
at (703) 841-9300, extension 263, or
jlarner@vesselalliance.com.

Midwest and Ohio Valley Regions Meet
Midcontinent Office
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REGIONAL REPORTS

Southern Region

The Lower Mississippi River Waterway Safety Advisory Committee
(LMRWSAC) will meet in New Orleans, LA, on September 25 from 9 a.m.
to noon.  The deadline for submission of oral presentations is September 12.
Contact David Chapman, Assistant to DFO of LMRWSAC, at (504) 565-
5103 for more information about submitting presentations. 

LMRWSAC provides advice and makes recommendations to the U.S. Coast
Guard on matters relating to the safe navigation of vessels to and from
ports on the Lower Mississippi River.  Agenda items for the September 25
meeting include; a Captain of the Port status report; a Vessel Traffic Service
(VTS) update report; and, subcommittee/working group reports.

For more information about the meeting, including location and how to
submit oral presentations by the September 12 deadline, click here.

LMRWSAC to Meet



Welcome,
New Affiliate Members!
Two Rivers Marine Training & Consulting
P.O. Box 1845
Nederland, TX 77627

Rep: Ms Catherine LaPointe, President

Northeast Maritime Institute
32 Washington Street
Fairhaven, MA 02719

Rep: Mr. Eric Dawicki, President

Consolidated Grain & Barge, Inc.
1127 Highway 190
East Service Road
Covington, LA 70433

Rep: Mr. Lance Rase, Director of Operations

On August 13, AWO members and staff met with the new
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Chicago District Commander,
COL Vincent V. Quarles, and his key staff to discuss the
upcoming repair of Barrier I and activation of Barrier IIA
along with recent updates on the safety testing.  

Recent safety testing released indicates that falling overboard
at or near the fish barrier could be fatal.  AWO members that
transit the barrier should reinforce with crew members the
importance of staying inside the towboat during the transit if
at all possible.  An educational brochure about the
barrier that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has
developed for recreational vessels can be accessed
by clicking here.  

During the activation of Barrier IIA beginning on
September 3, all vessels with red-flagged tows
will be required to use bow boats as they transit
the area.  For specifics on the temporary
Regulated Navigation Area (RNA), click here.
The Corps has contracted with American River
Transportation Co. (ARTCO) to provide the bow
boats.  Requests for the bow boats should be made

to ARTCO in Lemont, IL, on VHF channel 16 or by calling
(630) 918-0958.

Channel closure will begin during the repair work on
Barrier I.  This work is scheduled to begin on September 17
and will consist of closures for five hours in the morning
and five hours each afternoon.  The channel will be open
for one hour around noon to clear traffic.  

For more information, please contact Lynn M. Muench at
(314) 446-6474, or via email at lmuench@vesselalliance.com.

AWO Meets with Chicago District Commander
Midcontinent Office
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Fish Barrier Procedures Discussed




