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skimmers, it may have to do with the actual capabilities of those skimmers, but it has nothing to do with 
the Jones Act. 

Some people have called on President Obama to waive the Jones Act because President Bush did so 
after Hurricane Katrina, but the two situations are different. Hurricane Katrina knocked out the Colonial 
Pipeline, creating a temporary need for tankers that exceeded the immediately available American tanker 
capacity. President Bush applied a brief waiver that applied only to tankers. The Jones Act applied after 
Katrina because the vessels were delivering goods between U.S. ports, not skimming oil out at sea. 

The American maritime industry has responded to the Gulf spill in an "all hands on deck" manner. 
American vessels involved in the cleanup include scores of the world's largest and best equipped oil spill 
response vessels and dozens of technologically advanced offshore supply vessels, as well as thousands 
of fishing boats and other vessels of opportunity.  

The Jones Act maritime industry annually generates 500,000 jobs, contributes $100 billion in total 
economic output, adds $46 billion to the value of U.S. economic output, provides $29 billion in wages and 
contributes $11 billion in taxes. Efforts to repeal or broadly waive the Jones Act would have a devastating 
impact on American jobs and American workers, especially in the Gulf of Mexico, where they are already 
suffering due to the oil spill and the offshore drilling moratorium. 

Broadly waiving the Jones Act for the oil spill is an unnecessary distraction that would do nothing to 
advance the clean-up effort. Foreign oil skimmers are needed and already being utilized under a separate 
law and waiver process. A broad waiver for foreign vessels would only take work away from those most 
impacted by the disaster, American workers in the Gulf. 

This article was submitted by the following Maritime Cabotage Task Force Board Members: Brenda 
Otterson, American Maritime Officers Service; Thomas Allegretti, American Waterways Operators; Terry 
Turner, American Shipping Group; Michael Roberts, Crowley Maritime Corporation; Bob Zuckerman, 
Horizon Lines; Jim Weakley, Lake Carriers' Association; Kevin O'Rourke, Matson Navigation Company; 
Frank Pecquex, Maritime Trades Department, AFL-CIO; Matthew Paxton, Shipbuilders Council of 
America; Eric Smith, Overseas Shipholding Group; and James Henry, Transportation Institute. 

http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/editorial/outlook/7133856.html 
 

 


