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applicable while the tow is in their waters – and even if EPA knows that those conditions are 
unworkable – the agency has no authority under the Clean Water Act to reject or modify the state 
conditions.”  Congress must act to resolve this “untenable” situation, Ms. Carpenter added. 
 
Only two weeks ago, the bipartisan leadership of the House Subcommittee on Coast Guard and 
Maritime Transportation and the Subcommittee on Water Resources and the Environment called 
for legislation to replace the current patchwork of regulatory requirements with a consistent 
national program for the management of vessel discharges.   
 
At the subcommittees’ joint hearing on July 13, Rep. Frank LoBiondo (R-NJ), Chairman of the 
Coast Guard Subcommittee, called the current system of vessel discharges regulation 
“unreasonable” and said, “The time has finally come to enact a clear, effective and uniform 
national standard” for vessel discharges.  Rep. Rick Larsen (D-WA), Ranking Member of the 
Coast Guard Subcommittee, urged the subcommittee to “continue its bipartisan approach and 
develop legislation that resolves the uncertainties surrounding…ballast water and other 
discharges from vessels.” 
 
In light of the Court’s ruling, AWO encourages Congress to move quickly to eliminate the 
current confusing and contradictory patchwork of requirements and establish an improved 
regulatory regime for vessel discharges that ensures both environmental protection and economic 
growth. 
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